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Dear Friends in Christ,
| write this letter with a grieving and deeply troubled heart. How
could this happen? Such beautiful lives lost in yet another sense-
less act of violence. This, in our own back yard. Trying to grapple
with disturbing images that invade our minds leaves us stunned,
sickened and shaken to our core. It is too much to bear. As our
President said before our grieving nation and in our sister commu-
nity of Newtown, 0 We candét tolerate this a
He is righté we cannot tolerate t nd ye
you have been knocked to your knees by bone breaking grief,
when your mind is blank save for the rage that comes on so
guickly, when you dondt know what to do in the face of
scribable violence and unconscionable evilé where do vy
turn? | NSI DE THI S | SSI
| believe firmly that our faith provides the strength, comfort, guid- From Associate Minister ............... 2
ance, and courage we need to bring our families through this 0Come HOMEL e 2
crisis and to bring to fruition the promise of a new world where Reverend Kevinas3Sabbatical
grace abounds and such violence is no more. Worship SChedule .....voveve. 4
Music NOteS ........cccevvvviieiiiiiiinins 4
There is more to say and more to do, which | will be addressing in T S T e A 5
my sermon on January 6 t. Church School EVents ................. 6
Together, l et us be agents of changeYOLftn Gé%ud)éwsév,vs,n?gfrﬁée for
i Latest Newsééééééeéleées
of our children. . . N I
Hi storically Speakijngééééeé.
Godbless, Mi ssion and Retreatfsééééeé. 1
Upcoming Eventséééeéléeée. . .11
Jonathan




FROM YOUR NEW ASSOCI

PARI SH

Friends in Christ,

LI FE

t is with a heavy heart that | write
this greeting to you. We are all still
reeling from the horrific event in
Newtown, seeking to faithfully
pray for and support the commu-
nity of Newtown, as well as walk
through the season of Advent. |

will share this thought. Adventis a

time of waiting for the hope,
peace, joy and love that Jesus
Christ brings into our world. Some-
times, when our lives are shattered
by events that are unforeseen, the
best we can do is wait. Some-
times, the best we can do is to

through the love that Christ brings,
and to be together in our waiting.

Therefore, as we wait together for
the Christ child to arrive, | will offer
that | have felt
love and presence, in our First
Church community, since arriving
home to become your new Act-
ing Associate Minister for Parish
life. Thank you for your wonderful
welcome! My door is open and

my phone nearby. Please call or
stop by if you would like to have a
conversation, or just to say hello.

Yours in Christ,

slow down and feel our grief, and i
wait for our broken hearts to heal, Erica
you, why dondét you

A NEW MI SSIoN AT COME HOMEDO

First Church will have a Food
share truck in our parking lot to
distribute more food to low
income folks. This will start
January 7, 2013 at 1:00 p.m.
and continue on alternate
Monday®ds
at the same time.

We need volunteers to help
distribute the food - a small
commitment of your time

only an hour (1:00 -2:00 p.m.)
every other Monday.

Sign-up sheets will be outside
Palmer Hall and in the church
office. Any questions, please
call Dave Wadhams at 860
321-7160 or email him at

wadhams.nd@comcast.net

When | was growing up, | was fortunate to live in what we called a

Ohouse of |l ovebd.

Both of my paren

they taught my brother and me lessons of hospitality, generosity and

kindness by their example.

t hroughoutpdithdt thé dad been the children of poor Italian immigrants. They

lived through the challenges of poverty during the Depression, the
horrors of World War Il and failed marriages. But they found in each
other, and in their family, a refuge and source of joy. They were ev-
er forgiving, and whenever we had a problem or disappointment or

heartbreak, we
why donét you

coul d
come

count t hem

home. o

on

Like a loving father and mother, God has called us into a family of
believers @& right here at First Church. As children of faith, we are
loved and cared for by God even more abundantly than the best
earthly parent could. Yes, we fail miserably and disappoint more
times than we can count, but like a loving parent, God is always

there to forgive

-- and help us forgive each other, even when we

would rather turn our backs or have our own way. God sees our
heartbreaks and deepest sorrows, and longs to turn our mourning
into dancing. Thankfully, we are called to dwell in a house of love.

We just need to hear the call
come home. 0

Melinda Westbrook
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WHATG6S KEVI NNDOI NG O
SABBATI CAL?

- Spending time with Kelley and
Sadie!!!

-Attending the OoOPrepare/ Enri
Ministers Working with Mar-
ried Couplesodé6 workshop i
Worcester, MA

-Meeting with Rev. Terry Martinson,
Old South Union Church,
Boston. Rev. Martinson will
be retiring in June after 40
years of youth ministry.

-Attending the O0Adaptive Leec
ship in Ministryé6 Confer
in Tampa, FL

- Spending 10 Days learning and
sharing with the staff and

. . . . congregation at Plymouth )
Reverend Kevin wildl get a few days to enjoy with @hbrc%cécoandpérévé/ﬂat Di sney W

-Enjoying 6 Days at Disney World
with Kelley and Sadie.

‘Attending the OoLarge Churct
Youth Ministry Conferenc:¢
in St. Petersburg, FL

My brother -in-law printst-shi rts and | guess he | Ut §a0ate 5@,§gt$glng

tells me he is going to print one for ReaimiaRa@ade Says D
|l dm on Sabbatical .o I'tds | ikely t o g e@ahcastedrheoogtatemi-0 f use.

| will have started my three month sabbatical. nary

Recently, I6ve been getting a |ot f'\"ee@q}”ﬁp@"b&imso?ﬁ‘f%'about S
in general and specifically, my own. CamET WAt to kno
excited about it, while others want to know what a Sabbatical is g|fted preacher and musi-

in the first place. cian.

Letds start with the | atter. Al ban -NeengvithReviToddt e def i nes

way, OA ministry sabbatical is not an YewBggded vacatio

a time for extensive study. Instead, it is a release from the routine gregational Church, Provi-
dence, RI. Rev. Yonkman is

of the call for the physical, emotional, spiritual, and intellectual experienced and knowl-
well-bei ng of the ministry | eader. o I n Qidea gn{hewpwprds, a sa
about doing whatever it is that will rejuvenate a pastor. At the o e e e
bottom of this page, you can see the full lineup of things | have -
. . . . . -Visiting local churches such as
chosen, which | hope will rejuvenate me during my sabbatical. e B e, Vel

As to the question about whether or n@iP“S;*AFV'B“Hi”'S@t%ci ted?
en me a little while to warm up to the idea of being away for Church Granby, Saugatuc

. ~ G tional Ch h d
three mont hs, but now t hat itods gettlQﬁg;Z?:ﬁgﬂseqqér]ian yes, |
excited. | will certainly miss all of you very much, and | truly mean ,
Readi ng: 0Bi g Questions, W

that, but I am looking forward to this time away and to my com- , )

. . . Dreams: Mentoring Young Adults

ing back refreshed and rejuvenated. | am also looking forward in Their Search for Meaning, Pur-

to giving so many of our talented and creative lay leaders the pose, and Faith,6 bly Sharon
space to use and explore their own gifts for ministry. OMi ssional Youth Milnistry:
from Gathering Teens to Scattering

| will be keeping you in my prayers over these months. May God Disciplesé by Brian Kirk an

bless you as you begin this New Year and we will see you on April

Thorne. 0Saving Jelsus: Ho
1st. Stop Worshiping Christ and Start
Foll owing Jesusé6 by Robin R
ers. 0Choosing Chujrch: Wh
. Makes a Difference for Teen
Kevin Carol Lytch.



JANUARY WORSHIP
SCHEDULE

Services are held every
Sunday at

8:30 AM in the Chapel
10:00 AM in the Sanctuary
Unless otherwise noted
January 6th

COMMUNION & EPIPHANY
SUNDAY

Reverend Jonathan Morgan
preaching at both services

January 13th
FIRST SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY

Guest Speaker Bryan Nurnberger-
Bryan is the founder and Executive
Director of Simply Smiles Ministry which
is a special ministry of outreach for the
children of Mexico and the Lakota
Nation in South Dakota. Jonathan will
be leading a group in May to the

South Dakota Reservation.

January 20th
SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY

Reverend Jonathan Morgan
preaching at both services on

Listening to the Heartbeat of God @ The

Celtic Tradition

January 27th
THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY

Reverend Jonathan Morgan
preaching at both services on

Listening to the Heartbeat of God @ The

Roots of Progressive Christianity

| want to take this opportunity
to wish everyone a happy and
healthy New Year !

This has been an extremely
event ful hal f

a lot to think about for sure. But
| do want to sincerely thank all
those who participated in our
Advent Pick -up Choir. To see
everyone involved in one

place was by far and away

the best Christmas present that
I, or any choir director for that
matter, could ever have re-
ceived.

| also want to thank those who
sang with us on Christmas Eve.
That is a service that | know
many look forward to, and it

did not disappoint this year.
Thanks to our instrumentalists,
as well the Chancel orchestra,
the brass, Dennis on percus-
sioné

Many thanks to the Chancel
Choir and others that helped
with our George Mabry project
0 a very rewarding experience,
to say the least. Also for the
work they did on the Inter
Thanksgiving service 0 a gath-
ering that the entire town will
not soon forget. Chancel Choir
has also shouldered much re-
sponsibility for Sunday music,
and done it very, very well. |
dondt know what
without them.

Womends Praise
much over and above the call
of duty & our Masooli fundrais-
er, Simsbury Celebrates, Sup-
per Club, the Longest Night
service, Singing on Sundays,
and more. They were, as al-
ways, impeccable.

Choral Bells has risen above
the adversity of not having
enough members to present
some very beautiful music. It
woul dndt have
without them. Thank you,
Jeannie.

Junior Choir, as well, could use

-faith

Woersoff 3 H

some additional members &
but each of them has sung

very well 8 and | am unbelieva-

bly proud of the job they did

for the Christmas Pageant. .
ye a'lrhey ar@ trﬁe({frsjtjreho%rﬁaﬁyo s

music programs, both here in
town and wherever they wind
up down the line. Thanks to
Tammy Warner Campson for
all her hard work.

Someone from one of our

committees here in church
P b,‘;

I . S
* '—

©©

wanted to know what anyone,
particularly on his committee,
could do to help further the
music here in
simple:

Show up, and sing. Come and
play bells. Come and play
your instrument. Stop talking
about it, and
most of you sing, and, really,
youdre al|l
polls and meetings are great,
but take the time to be there
and take part. Even a little.
Music here if npt in,the third

on your face -to-face contribu-

h aton. Witheukthat, there is no

music to admire, listen, or en-
hance your wor
be here. And t
pen.

Music is a great thing and a
great traditio
it going.

Thanks for a
looking forward to the second

beeghe.Chri st mas

Happy New Year!
Mark

church.
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K. DS@ First
Kids I nvestigating Divine
Nursery (ages 3 & under)
The nursery (Rm. 20) is available durin the seryice
: . S.rlg Churc% gchool
3 and wunder. The kids wildl be I ear s Grew a
Upcoming events
Pr-6 Class 4fgesRr3el ass (Rm. 38) will Jogen h&xaahern/phgmhhernd a
unit entitled AJesus Grew and | GrowoQritédmoaghoroy at6t80 pma)
singing. Students will start in chur 5 0e i i ssed t«
chil drends message. Parents are askedp?roég'g%%r?plflﬁ ir chil
church school mission project offeringahspfPhbeehefchnsthRe
session starts
Kindergar tTehre ®li asssrgarten class (Rm. 37) will be |l earning
| esson AfJesus Grows Upo though games, ¢ fts, and activit
start in church and be dismissed to the ¢ P > ter |[the ct
They will meet their teachers in the chape MR ind student
Grade6: 1Teach Us HWowyeo Ps atyal king Witl;\? .Me are
hmanydways }o tal k with ng and mﬁny di f rent I'n's of pra
i s i sciples to pray an gave them a ’ ; a W j
this example the Lord's Prayer. The s-t—eu—lgg%{nghﬁdﬁp EQpEYfEhI
prayer ni ght out
Feb T&acher Breakfast
orientation
B.LAS.T| Mouse Pad Creation Coliseum '\Fﬂggfr of
rRm.3gart | RM-32 Staton | Rm.29 RM.3B Feb Rmaying around the
. Computers| Rm-34ooking| Games | science Worl d Workshop
Wk . 1 (L!GB) ]Gr 2 N o cIassGr' ‘?No cl asls
Pre@Begi @humchGr . A4 ' today Gr . EtOday
Wk . 2 (LN013C)I19£' 1 Gr P No C|19£' 3
PregBegi@hamncht®d2Y| gy . 4 ' today| gy g
Wk . 3 (LGQO)ENO clas(ér' 1 Gr 2No cl asls
PralBegin in|@urchd t0day [ g 4 . today Visit
Wk . 4 (LA@7 b8 3| No claskCr - 1Gr ) www. firstchurchsi msbur
PresBegi@hiumcht °9a8Y| gy g|today Gr. 4 ' to
fTo watch videos and s
Pr-€onfirmation Cl asBhe Grtaudents &i It of church school eve
about the Old Testament storBesdéehtsu Simsbury CelebfﬁQPFi
. . . table, Early Schoo
in church and are dismissed to the yo Program, Christmas S
. . Mi i B j t, d
Jan €an it be proven that God exists? Chﬁf'cﬂnsc[,g‘of’cact?ci
Jan L8: God male? fTo print the informat,
about what each rot a
classroom is | earnin
P




Church School w Teach®8mepherd Opportuni t

Project Jandelay 12, 2013
Hel p the kids at First Church of Ch
as you grow in yours. Become a chur

Contachti:
Nur serkate Bruno, Cheryl Robucci
Pr-K: Meredi t h2 Deedé¢mgres ,needed

KindergRattin: Scanl on, Theresa Carl s

Toiletry i D

o o Rotation Prograh fPachrraateast ilon tea
The ¢ S i H i i i
i tems h Wdurlnq the Spring Session.
need s I K D . ;
cloths omb :Computer. rSoaorma h Wi | nmia rtteha cChuears tnae,e d e d
ib{grsnge ieggg ECooking: rlommi  Glr atbeiancshkeyr, needed
Students will be asHArt rodmAnnlHogarcher needed
Feb 17th

. Sci ence rloionmd al Ptemacchher needed
Spring Teacher/

Game r:ooBryan Tawney, Beth Strapp

Vacation B St%leeherds
School 218l

. 1°'grade shepbkded
Coming to |[you this
2"%grade s hepbreirnd Naspo

summer !
"%9rade s heplhaecrkd e Br ook
||4"9rade shepbkded
stchurchsopsbury. com
introductofy'gvadlee sh@phaédg: Zackeo and Anysl ey
ies we wil be doing at VBS this
6th & 7th Q:]ornafdler nParteii dmnel Masi e Prabu
Tawney

Praving Around the Wor|[|V@langdyp pesh Party/

Feb'n"a Palmer Hall,-710:15,|| c?&aldesF&P 3, 2012
5: 000 pm

icescul ture
warel i mil ar
> wixlpler i ence

Despite our
people all

all pray to J
cul tural ways of pr atyh atg we can blnggggo]rﬁfp out t
into our everyday | iv|¢s
. o , Ages 3 (pott VY "Grraa
Students will participate in foll owing activi
s . . ki b Games, Crafts, Stor
tringing -makipgayemyer eaflsigeg(potty-5trhaigreadd;
Creating Tibetan prayer hggpers are needed

Using Buddhist and Hindu Mandldqfastrees weldi taftfieom

Creating a table top tote bag|[Wwinafkaoanpe ayeeki forf
heal thy snacks, i . e

Making a finger Labyrin{jh
) ) Registratiowi flor ims
Building a Zen prayer galld@8¥B8o0o0r church sch

Assembling a Jesus praying craft

Baking prayer pretzell$
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YOUTH GROUP HGPFPEN]I N

REV. KEVIN WEIKEL YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY
PLAY, Discuss WORSHIR GROW, SERVE LOVEé
JUNIOR FELLOWSHIEGrades 7 -8)

Fri., January 4th 2:15-4:00 p.m.

After all the hard work, today we will announce the results of our Heifer International

Fundraiser and talk about all the good things those funds will do for resource -poor families
around theglobe. And of course, as wusual, wedll play
Fri., January 18th 2:15-4:00 p.m .

PF FOR
PRECONFIRMATION (Grades 6 and 7) P A R E N T S

Regular JF gathering at the church with icebreakers, games, and a topic TBA.

January 6th Can it be proven that God exists?
January 13th Is God male? PF for Parents:
January 20th Does God still create stuff today? We MI SSEDWeyou!
January 27th Why should I pray when God|[dopanddtaamswefat filrst S
all my prayers? ) di

siIon. .. .. we IfsSscuss
CONFIRMATION GROUP(Grade 8) : !

our children's chal
January 13th ' . 5.00.-7.0(.) p.m. es they face nowada
Large Group Meeting  (Baptism & Communion) in Palmer Hall for students - .

our relationships w
3 o7th 5:00.7:00 God, our relationsh
anuar, :00-7: .m. .

y . . P with each other, an
Small Group Meeting (Saints) at host homes for students. . | h
PE YOUTH GROUP (Grades 912) ME S0 W orT e D]

we can help and sup
January 6th 7:00-9:00 p.m. port each other fro
week to week.

Regular gathering in the Youth Room. We are inviting PF Alumni back to talk with us about

what life after high school is like. Oul r meetings doinci

with PF making it t

January 13th 7:00-9:00 p.m. much easier to sche
Regular gathering in the Youth Room. Our topic wildl be, oONavigllatiunge Dauwgcs 4&rod pPlaaothiol.iop
Pl ease give our gro
January 20th 7:00-9:00 p.m. try and see what yo
Regular gathering in the Youth Room. Wewil conti nue our conversat orF h)ln nC)kN!avineatWlild I star
Drugs and Alcohol 6 second session in J
January 25th at 7:00 p.m. into Saturday, January 26th at 9:00 a.m. PF uary (TBD).
Youth Group Lock In!!! If you have any que
tions, please |free
contact fe-7at 860
1682 or email me at

Sincerely,

Becky Sjogren



mailto:sjcello1@comcast.net

CLOSURE OR
POSIPONMENT
DUE TO
INCLEMENT
WEAHER

If we have to can-
cel or change any
Sunday services
and/or related Sun-
day church activi-
ties because of in-
clement weather, it
will be posted as
follows:

~On our website

~The automated
message on our
main phone num-
ber will be

changed to re-
flect what is hap-
pening

~WFSB (Channel 3)
and WVIT (Channel
30) will scroll our
announcement on
air under First
Church of Christ,
Simsbury. An an-
nouncement will
also appear on their
websites -

and

Mark Mercier attended the meeting to share with the Executive Council strategies to strengthen the
membership of the Chancel Choir based on his difficulty over time in recruiting and retaining
members.

Reverend Weikel shared with the meeting plans for the PF group to again support the Christmas fund-
raising with the Harwinton Star project and that the JF group would once again be seeking funds in
support of the Heifer Project. As Kevin starts his sabbatical beginning January 1 st through March 30
he informed the meeting that leadership plans are established for the PF; JF; and Confirmation pro-
grams.

Dane Woodberry provided an update on the Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation grant timeline
and preparation. It was agreed that Rick Wilde and Dane, serving as coordinators, would proceed to
prepare the first step of the grant application d namely the Technical Assistance Grant request that
must be submitted by December 10  th. The strategy for the overall grant, if approved, would be di-
rected toward needed roof repairs.

Dane Woodberry, on behalf of the Strategic Plan subcommittee addressing a proposed form of new
governance for First Church, provided an overview of the progress as a result of interviews and visita-
tion with other Churches, as well as the feedback received from the recent focus group meeting with
members of the Congregation. The next step will be to digest the feedback and upgrade the frame-
work of the proposed structure for discussion at a special session of the Executive Council in the Janu-
ary timeframe.

Dave Wadhams, Chair of the Board of Mission and Outreach, overviewed for the meeting, progress to
date on the planned future use of the Church House. The recommendation has been narrowed to
working with Covenant to Care as the site for possible use for their administrative offices. It was
agreed that a subcommittee of Dave Wadhams, Ron Patterson, Dick Burns, and Bill Ketchabaw, will
address the project on behalf of First Church and will present a brief synopsis of the project at the Jan-
uary meeting of the Executive Council.

Reverend Morgan reported that Stewardship is progressing with pledges ahead of the program at this
point in time last year. It was recommended that some form of progress communication be given
soon to the Congregation.

Treasurer Ron Patterson reported that he expects we will end the year with a slight surplus, primarily
due to less than expected expenses compared to budget. All 2013 budget submissions have been
received and the preliminary 2013 budget will be reviewed with the Executive Council in January.
Ron noted that there are major challenges confronting us for 2013.

Phil Wilde, representing the Board of Trustees, gave a brief report on the Veterans Memorial proposed
by the Veterans of Foreign Wars for the northern portion of the Church property. The preliminary de-
sign has been done and it was noted there will be no financial impact to First Church.

President Westbrook reported that the Church settlement with the Fatic family has received closure
from the Probate Court and is now proceeding through the logistics of payment.

Paul Bryant, Chair of the Board of Elders, reported that an ONA ad hoc committee will be formed in
January to move forward with advertisement and publicity.

Vice President Goss informed the meeting that he will be unavailable to serve during the months of
January through March inclusive. Subsequent to the meeting, President Westbrook announced that
Vice President elect Jim Trimble has agreed to commence serving as Vice president beginning in Jan-

uary.
Bill Ketchabaw

Clerk of the Congregation



WHAT WAS LI FE LI KE?

Housing for Associ at e Pastogk

When it became necessary to have an associate pastor, the church also LY 3
provided housing for them. In the December Cornerstone | spoke of Rev. -
MclLeands associate, Rev. Samuel Richar sonage

1851. His was the first house built for an associate. From there on, it contin-

ued to be necessary to have one or more associate ministers and their hous-

ing was also provided by the church. By the late twentieth century, many

ministers, senior and associate, preferred to buy their own homes and have

the equity in them and be given a hous
the parsonages that the church provided for the associate ministers.

The church bought the  Ensign House across the street for the church in 1955
to add more space for the church school, social hall, kitchen and meeting
rooms. On the third floor there was an apartment in which several members
of the church staff and associate ministers lived. Those people were: Mal-

colm Washburn; George Easton and his family, Jane Gibbons and her hus-
band, Ken Huang; Elizabeth McClure, director of Christian Education; Rick
Huleatt, a seminary student and his wife and finally, Bruce Comiskey and his
wife during their first year here.

In 1964, when the church was looking for a replacement for George Easton, H I S T O R I C A L L
it became aware that several candidates did not want to have their chil-

dren living on the third floor of the parish house. During that year, the church SPEAKI NG
purchased the house at 12 Deerfield Road and there lived the Wallace An-

derson family and then the Ira Chace family. When the next associate pas-

tor was hired, Charles Foley and his family, they wanted to own their own

home, so the church decided to sell that house.

During Bruce Comiskeyo6s first year as associate, the chur
erty at 78 Seminary Road and built another parsonage. Then the Comiskey
family lived there for two years, followed by Jack Zapulla and his family,

then Jayne Kalika and her husband Rob Hundley; then Cynthia Carr and
Esther Portillo. The house also served as a home for refugees and finally Ra-
chel Bickford and her husband Peter lived there in 1997.

My husband Boyd and | joined the church in 1982 and | remember the Semi-
nary Road parsonage and its inhabitants, and the many times Boyd and the
Trustees, youth groups and others did work inside and outside the house. |
also remember when Lyman Potter and his family lived in the parsonage on
Firetown Road and when that house was sold after he retired. Since then
the senior and associate ministers have purchased their own homes and
have received a housing allowance. This seems to be the modern way of
dealing with housing for the ministers. Some denominations still provide par-
sonages in the traditional manner.

Lyman Potterds history Tof Seurn ec Dwursrel ves in Gospel Order é
outlines all this and much, much more. Give it a read sometime. We still
have copies to sell for $10.00.

Donna M. Hopkins , Church Historian



UPCOMI NG RET RIEATTRI

| SiMPLY SMILES MISSION TRIP

May 4 - 11,2013

Approximate Cost: $ 750

w um

A Joint Mission Trip for Adults

Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe in South Dakota
I Farmington Valley Association
of the United Church of Christ

N Offering Hope The work
The needs on the Reservation are staggering.The
cause of these needs equally so. But we must
draw a line, and start from this new point. We
must base our opinions of people and of
situations only from our personal interaction
with them. A persistent problem can often only
be solved when looked upon from a fresh angle.
Everyone deserves a clean slate in someone's
eyes. And we need to see and to use the good in
everyone to have any chance at success, to have
any chance for change.

Phyostcal Demands

This experience is very physically demanding. You
should be in good health and ready for a challenge.
We will be doing construction work which
sometimes involves heavy lifting, climbing ladders,
etc. The South Dakota spring can be unpredictable.
It is not uncommon to have 40+ degree temperature
changes. Our work days are long and intense. All of
this at an altitude we are not used to here in CT.
The demands are high, but the rewards are great.

Accommodations

Simply Smiles is dedicated to providing bright In @ word... Rough

futures while improving the daily lives of

impoverished children.We are committed to
fulfilling this mission statement for our new
friends on the Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe
Reservation - and we promise we will do our
very best. For a hard rain can indeed fall there.
Smile by smile, handshake by handshake, house by
house, one by one the stains of yesterday and
today will be washed away. The path to a bright
future will be clear before each individual and
everyone will be able to see the beauty and value
of the Lakota people.

We'll sleep on the floor in one large community
room on inflatable mats.

Our only “shower" will be an evening dip in the
Missouri River since there is no plumbing.

We will only have outhouses or port-a-lets most
of the time.

But we will do all this for the opportunity to bring
a smile to the face of a child.

For more information go to:
vww.[cesimsbury.or,

~ Save the Date! ~

2013
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is not to be missed!
I f you would | i ke

please contact Erica Nierendorf at 860

Wo me n 0 s

Join us as we play, rest, reflect and explore faith together.
the lake, sit by the fire, get crafty or lose yourself in deep conversation. This

o helop

Retreat

Friday, March 15 A 17, 2013

at Silver Lake Conference Center, Sharon, CT

Walk down to

pl an this

-651-3593.

ear 0s



UPCOMI NG EVENTS

Light in the Shadows
Tuesday Nights at 7:00 p.m.
January 8. 15 & 22, 2013

In the Parlor
Led by Reverend Jonathan Morgan

Dealing with a life threatening and or a long -term debilitating illness is very
challenging, and at times, demoralizing and depressing. How do you cope
when you or someone close to you has such a challenge to face? How do
you find meaning and purpose when you or a loved one feels the significant
restrictions such illness can bring?  Where is God in all of this?

If this is something you are dealing with in your life, join us as we share a special
video series and special discussion in this important series. It will make a
difference!

January, 2013
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1/6/13 Families

1/13/13 Board of Christian Education

1/20/13 Church Officers, Executive Committee &
Carebags

1/27/13 Families

h

FELLOWSHI P HOUR SCHEDULE

There are lots of ways to

get involved at First
Church! You can teach

Church School, serve at

the soup kitchen, par-
ticipate in card making
or prayer shawl minis-

tries, sing in a choir, help

with youth

groupé.there
less possibilities! Contact

one of our ministers for
more information!
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First Church of Christ
689 Hopmeadow St
Simsbury CT 06070
860-651-3593
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First Church of Christ
689 Hopmeadow Street
Simsbury, CT 06070
(860) 651-3593
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