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November 6th  All Saints Sunday 
 Sermon:  
 Go and Do the Same: Moved with Compassion 
 Luke 10:25-37 
 Rev. George Harris, preaching 
 8:30 am in the Chapel 
 10:00 am in the Sanctuary 
 with Holy Communion 

November 13th  Sermon: Go and Do the Same: Take Care 
 Luke 10:25-37 
 Rev. George Harris, preaching 
 8:30 am in the Chapel 
 10:00 am in the Sanctuary 
 with a Baptism 

November 20th Stewardship Sunday 
 Sermon: Go and Do the Same: Give Extra 
 Luke 10:25-37 
 Rev. George Harris, and Rev. Kevin Weikel, preaching 
 8:30 am in the Chapel 
 10:00 am in the Sanctuary 

November 27th  1st Sunday of Advent 
 Sermon: Standing Watch 
 Matthew 24:36-44 
 Rev. George Harris, preaching 
 8:30 am in the Chapel 
 10:00 am in the Sanctuary 

First Church Stewardship Committee  

Invites You for Coffee and Dessert on  

Thursday, November 10th -or -Tuesday, November 15th  

From 7-8:30, Palmer Hall 

Pastor George and Rev Kev will share powerful stories about 

how First Church is touching and changing lives ever day.  

After hearing some of their exciting ideas for the coming year we 

will discuss how to assure that vital future for our church.  

Pick a date and we’ll see you then. 

First Church Stewardship Committee: 

 Mario Chiappetti (Chair), John Burrows, Bill Butler,  

 Andy Granger, Diane Jones, Dick Meyer 
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Pastor Pondering 

Rev. George 
Harris 

Senior Minister 
 
860-651-3593 x14 

gharris@ 
fccsimsbury.org 
 
Out of Office  
Tuesdays 
 

 

Most married couples agree to some division of labor within the household. For example, in 

the Harris household, Lourdes cooks and I do the dishes. Lourdes does the laundry and I take 

out the trash. Lourdes cleans and I do handyman projects. Lourdes handles all the finances 

and I don’t. Lourdes is a detail person, taking advantage of every opportunity to save, 

accounting for every penny of our household finances. On the other hand, money matters are 

tedious and even distasteful to me. 

So, imagine my surprise to realize that the thing I am most excited about in these first 

months of the 2016-2017 church year is our upcoming Stewardship Campaign! I am not 

making this up. Several things have happened to change my perspective on the annual 

campaign to solicit pledges from church members.  

First, after not having a proper Stewardship Committee for several years, a crack team of 

church leaders voluntarily and enthusiastically stepped forward to lead this year’s 

fundraising effort. Mario Chiappetti (Chair), John Burrows, Bill Butler, Andy Granger, Diane 

Jones, and Dick Meyer have tackled the campaign with a fresh perspective, really seeking to 

understand why people give to the church rather than just trotting out an efficient way to 

collect pledges. 

The second and third things that helped me reevaluate my feelings about the annual 

campaign came from a book Mario Chiappetti passed along to me, Not Your Parents’ 

Offering Plate: A New Vision for Financial Stewardship, by J. Clif Christopher. A Methodist 

Minister for forty years and a fundraising consultant to churches for the past twenty-five 

years, Christopher makes the connection between giving and faith. Conversations about 

money aren’t really about money at all, they are about what we value, trust and believe in. 

While I don’t always enjoy talking about money itself, I LOVE talking with church folks about 

values and faith! 

Then, drawing from his years of experience and multiple studies of giving behavior, 

Christopher points out that people are inspired to give to non-profit organizations, including 

churches, because these organizations touch and change lives. Although our seniors may be 

motivated to give in support of institutions, subsequent generations of givers are inspired by 

stories of how the church transforms people’s lives. Yes! Yes! Yes! This is why I am in 

ministry, because I believe with all my heart that the church makes the life-changing Good 

News of Jesus Christ real in people’s lives each and every day, and I like nothing better than 

telling these stories! 

Many people, when they hear about the church touching and changing lives, think about one 

of our youth mission trips. And indeed, mission, outreach and our youth groups are great 

examples of life-changing ministries. But every single ministry of the church is making a 

profound difference in the lives of members of the church and community. Inspired and led 

by their faith, every single church member touches people within and outside the church. 

What do we value? What do we trust and believe in? I want us to become a congregation that 

freely and excitedly tells stories about how God is touching and changing lives through First 

Church Simsbury. These stories underlie any conversation about stewardship. Through the 

power of the Holy Spirit, led by the example of our enthusiastic Stewardship Committee, let’s 

come together to share stories about what our church is and can be! 

In Christ, 

Pastor George  

 Please see the Stewardship Committee Invitation on page 1 of this newsletter  
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A Message from Rev. Kevin Weikel 

A Prayer for Election Day: 

Dear God,  

Election Day is finally here.  We can hardly believe it.  This election has been 
particularly challenging for our country.  The rhetoric has stunted our growth as a 
people and as a nation.  But today, we are grateful that we finally get to cast our vote. 

Holy One, may we not take our country for granted, for we are aware there are many 
countries that do not choose their leaders.  May we not idolize our country either.    
Remind us this day that our devotion to You is more important than our commitment 
to any political party or politician.  Never let our partisan leanings and convictions 
blind us to what is best for our country.     

God of wisdom, when we enter the voting booth, move us to lean on the knowledge 
with which You have blessed us.  May our vote be inspired by hope for our community, 
country, and world. May our vote consider the well-being of all people, especially the 
poor and oppressed.  

We know there will be people disappointed by the results today, Merciful God.  May 
those whose preferred candidates win and those whose preferred candidates lose find a 
way to put aside their differences so we as a country can mend and move forward. 

In the coming days and weeks, be present in the hearts and minds of our newly elected 
officials, Loving God.  Give them wisdom for the hard work of governing that lies 
ahead.  Keep them and their families safe.     

May our elected leaders always consider our nation’s past – the mistakes and the 
victories - when making decisions for our future.  May our leaders always be humble, 
seeking to understand before making decisions.    

Lord, may our vote today make our nation and world a better place for the generations 
to come.  May Your Church always be a voice that speaks Your truth and shows Your 
grace, influencing the character of our nation.   

Gracious God, we pray for a fair election today.  May every citizen feel free and 
comfortable when they vote. Give us calm when as we wait for the results.  And 
whatever the outcome, Lord, we pray for love, justice, and peace upon our nation.   

In Christ’s name, we pray, Amen.    

Rev. Kev 

Rev. Kevin Weikel 

Associate Minister 
for Youth and  
Young Adults 
 
 

860-651-3593 x16 

kweikel@ 
fccsimsbury.org 

 
Out of Office 
Wednesdays  
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Mark Mercier,  
Director 
of Music 
Ministries 
 
860-651-3593 x21 
mmercier@ 
fccsimsbury.org 
 
Out of Office 
Tuesdays 

Musical Notes  

Sometimes we need a Paul Revere in our midst, riding through the halls of the church and 
down the street to each parishioner, shouting, “Christmas is coming! Christmas is 
coming!”  It was hard to believe in September, and even October, that it was all so close, 
but once again the department stores are giving us plenty of advance notice.  

We are taking heed of this notice and have begun preparing musically for this great event 
in the life of the church. Advent is a season rich in music, with compositions from 
medieval to modern times and classical to contemporary.  

Here is a sample of upcoming seasonal opportunities: 

There will be an all Simsbury Inter-faith Thanksgiving service, this year at St. Alban’s 
Church, with participation by our choirs. 

Our church will be a major venue for the Simsbury Celebrates festival, to be held on the 
Saturday after Thanksgiving.  

In our sanctuary will be the well-known, Valley Saxophone Quartet, featuring the talents 
of our own Dick Meyer. It will be a fun and musically worthwhile concert. 

At the same event, in our coffeehouse, located in the Youth Room there will be one of CT’s 
finest, favorite and long-lived bluegrass bands, Last Fair Deal, performing some fine 
music. I’ve known these guys for most of my musical career, and they are, and always have 
been, great. Between that and the Sax Quartet, this place is going to bring in the holidays 
with a bang. 

Women’s Praise Choir is back again at the Wadsworth Atheneum’s Festival of Trees to 
perform for this Hartford tradition. They will be there on Saturday, December 3rd at 11:30 
am. Come on down to Hartford for some shopping, some lunch, and to hear our own 
talented choir perform.  

The Farmington Valley Chorale, Chorus, and Symphony are all performing their own 
concerts here in our sanctuary space. We are so happy that so many groups choose to be 
here at First Church, and that it gives so many in the surrounding community an 
opportunity to come here to see our beautiful church and realize what a wonderful place 
this it.  

The Hockanum Valley Ringers return for a bell concert on Sunday, December 18th at 3 
pm. This is an exceptional concert that has turned into a First Church tradition, and it 
somehow wouldn’t be as rich an Advent season without them. It is beautifully played and 
amazing to watch. Be sure to mark it on your calendars. 

On the Fourth Sunday of Advent, Music Ministries will present their now-annual “Mini 
Concert” – featuring an anthem by each of our musical ensembles. This is a beautiful 
presentation of the specialness of Christmas. Join us at 9:30 am in the Sanctuary.  

And, let us not forget Christmas Eve, a night of wonder and celebration. Services at First 
Church include the Puppet Pageant, the Lessons and Carols Service, and the Late-night 
Blended Communion Service. Followed by a Christmas Day Service.  

Now, all of these services have a great deal of musical content, and we would love it if you 
would consider joining us, even for a season. Advent offers terrific music, a series of really 
fulfilling church services, joining in would be an excellent opportunity to broaden your 
experience of this beautiful time of year.  

If you are interested please plan on coming to a rehearsal to check out what we’re doing, 
or get in touch with myself or anyone involved 
with the music here.  

You will, like the commercial on TV says: 
“come, spend a great hour doing great stuff, and 
you won’t be judged.” ...and while you give 
yourself a selfie high-five, do this as a Christmas 
present for yourself. I will guarantee that you 
won’t have to return it for something better.  

Happy almost-holidays! 

Mark 



 5 

 

...continued on pg. 6 

A Note From the President:  
 

First Peter 4:10 (from The Voice)  “Use whatever gift you’ve received for the good of one another so that you can 
show yourselves to be good stewards of God’s grace in all its varieties.” 

As your President, I would like to write a small message on Stewardship. For me, Stewardship is giving back to God 
what is already His.  God has blessed us with family, friends, homes to sleep in, food to eat as well as a wonderful 
church with outstanding leadership and programs.        

At the last Executive Council meeting, the Stewardship Committee presented its goals for this coming season. The 
principle goals of the campaign are to increase pledge participation at all levels as well as to increase our pledges by 
ten percent for 2017. With that in mind, the Stewardship Committee has recommended that we have 100 pct 
participation from all members of the Executive Council and from all members of our different church committees. It also 
is urging that all Executive Council members, as leaders of First Church, commit to increase their respective pledges by 
ten percent. The Executive Council voted to support these aspirational goals with the understanding that personal 
circumstances of our members and friends will need to be considered.  

We ask all of the members and friends of Fist Church to consider giving back to God what He has given you, as good 
stewards of First Church. 

Blessings, 

Cindy Braunlich 

President 

A Letter from the Stewardship Committee  

Dear Fellow Members and Friends: 

It is that time of the year when we begin discussing the topic of stewardship in preparation for Stewardship Sunday on 
November 20th.  I am pleased to report that we have a Board of committed members who are excited about not only 
what is happening now at First Church but also about what could happen in the future with your support. The other 
members of the Committee are: John Burrows, Bill Butler, Andy Granger, Diane Jones, and Dick Myer.  

I would like to give you all an overview of where we are today versus where we have been in the past with respect to 
stewardship. As often happens during a Senior Minister interim period, we have seen a drop off both in terms of number 
of donors and in actual dollars pledged. For example, the number of donors decreased from 281 donors in 2015 to 264 
pledgers in 2016. We also saw a similar decrease in budgeted pledged income from 2015 to 2016. 

The Stewardship Committee believes that First Church members and friends can do more than what we are presently 
doing.  We see the generosity of our members when we have special fund drives or requests for personal assistance.  
We also believe that First Church is on an exciting course under the leadership of Pastor George and Rev. Kev, and that 
we need to step forward and help them to succeed. Throughout the course of our church-wide surveys and focus groups 
during the senior minister search process, we heard that many members want First Church to do more in the community 
both here in Simsbury and in Hartford County; that we would like more pastoral care and more programs for our youth 
and adults; and that we would like to have more mission trips, amongst other things.  These activities cannot happen 
without your generous support. 

We have two goals for 2017: increased pledged participation by all (it is very helpful from a planning standpoint to have 
pledged income by our members and friends), and to increase our pledges by ten percent off of what we pledged in  
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2016.  We also ask all members and friends of First Church who have not pledged in the past or who have decreased 
their pledges in the past several years to prayerfully discern what they can do in 2017.  Think carefully about the pro-
grams of which you are a part and from which you benefit and consider if you can help defray the costs of them.   

In a recent column written by David Brooks of the New York Times, titled “The Power of The Dinner Table” (click here for 
article), he wrote about the fact that our country “…is facing a crisis of solidarity, a crisis of segmentation, spiritual degra-
dation and intimacy.”  Brooks highlights a family who has opened its home and dinner table every Thursday night to 
young people who have grown up in very difficult circumstances and how this small gesture has made a great impact in 
these young peoples’ lives.  He also quotes a veteran youth activist, Bill Milliken.  When asked which programs turn 
around young peoples’ lives, Milliken responds: “I still haven’t seen one program change one kid’s life,” he says.  “What 
changes people is relationships.  Somebody willing to walk through the shadow of adolescence with them.” 

This is the essence of what we do at First Church every day.  Sure, we have our programs but what these programs do 
and what we do through our everyday service is to develop and enhance relationships and change lives.  Please help us 
as we strive to follow Jesus’ order to “Go and Do The Same.” 

Thank you for your support. 

Sincerely, 

Mario Chiappetti 

Chair, Stewardship Committee 

Fall Clean Up Thank You!  

The Board of Trustees sends a hearty thank you to the friends, families and members of First Church and Boy Scout 
Troop 76 that came to help with the Fall Cleanup on October 15th.  

We had wonderful weather and an enthusiastic group (we estimate 40-50 people)  that worked so hard and got so much 
done! Seeing this multi-generational group contributing to make First Church grounds so spruced up is greatly 
appreciated. It was so enjoyable to hear great conversation and laughter, while supporting one another to complete the 
tasks.  

Many hands do make light work!  

Tutoring Tuesdays 

Tutoring is intergenerational; high school students through senior citizens are invited to 

participate!   

If you are interested, please visit our webpage to find out how to meet the Church Bus and what 

Forms Need to be Completed to join in!  

Next Sessions: 

November 1st 

November 15th 

November 22nd 

November 29th 

If you have any questions please contact Rev. Kevin at kweikel@fccsimsbury.org or 860-651-3593. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2016/10/18/opinion/the-power-of-a-dinner-table.html?src=me
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/10/18/opinion/the-power-of-a-dinner-table.html?src=me
http://fccsimsbury.org/youth-and-young-adult/pf-youth-group-grade-9-12/tutoring-program/
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“Reverend Kevin,   

We want to thank you, Ann McDonald and the Church  for the opportunity for our homeless families and the formally 
homeless residents of Plimpton House to take a trip to the Roger William Zoo in Providence.  Our families had a 
wonderful time at the Zoo and it only happened because of you.  Not a single one of our residents had ever been to the 
Roger William Zoo and it made it that much more special. 

When we can open up the doors for people to experience what so many take for granted it becomes a great honor,  to be 
the people to be there, to help improve the quality of life for them no matter how small.   

Thanks again and God Bless You.   

Brian Baker, Assistant Director, South Park Inn” 

Thank You . . . Weebale! 

The Board of Directors of Faith Mulira 
Health Care Center, Inc. (FMHCC) would 
like to thank all those who attended our 
recent fundraising concert on September 
17.  we raised over $900 that will go toward 
helping the clinic continue to deliver health 
care services to the people of Masooli, 
Uganda.    

FMHCC is a Simsbury, Connecticut-based 
non-profit organization co-founded by 
First Church members Gordon and Nancy 
Crouch along with members of Bethel 
A.M.E. Church in Bloomfield, CT, and their 
mutual friend, the late Faith Mulira.  Faith, 
a Ugandan nurse, dreamed for years of 
bringing health care services to the 
residents of her home village, Masooli.  
With the faithful financial commitment of 
the Mission Board of First Church, many 
generous First Church members and other 
friends and supporters, we have been able 
to help build and sustain our funding 
support for a beautiful, modern clinic in 
Masooli. 

To read the most recent annual report on 
the clinic’s progress, click Here or pick up a 
copy in one of the information racks at the 
entrances to First Church.  Donation 
envelopes are available as well.  You can 
also learn more about this global mission 
project at www.FMHCCFriends.org.  

--Melinda Westbrook 

http://fccsimsbury.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/2015-FMHCC-Annual-Report-REV.pdf
http://www.FMHCCFriends.org
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Thanksgiving Prayers for Kids 

God, 
Thank you for this dinner, 
And our family and friends so dear. 
We truly do appreciate all you do 
for us during this time of year. 
Thank you for the turkey, 
and the mashed potatoes, too. 
Thank you for your grace, 
And bless us in all we do. 
Amen. 

 

God, 
I thank you for today. 
I thank you for cousins with whom to 
play. 
I thank you for the food we eat. 
I think you for all the tasty treats. 
Bless the hands that made this food. 
Thank you for everything because it's 
good. 
Amen 

Prayers from: http://
kids.lovetoknow.com/wiki/
Thanksgiving_Prayer_for_Children 

Children’s Ministry News 
 

 

Kids @ First 

Grow your heart at First Church 

Visit www.firstchurchsimsbury.com to see the church school schedule,  

videos, and information about what the kids are doing at First Church. Weekly 

church school emails are send to parents on Thursday. If you are not receiving 

the emails contact ccole@fccsimsbury.org. 

Up coming events for your 
Calendar 

Nov 7: Communion Sunday—
students return to the sanctuary 
at the end of class to participate 
in Communion 

Nov 20: 11am-2pm, Pot luck 
Advent Event 

Nov 27: Church School 
Christmas stocking Mission 
Project 

Dec 6: Little Drummer Boy 
Event for kids/parents night out. 

/ƘǳǊŎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ {ǘƻŎƪƛƴƎ  
aƛǎǎƛƻƴ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΥ 
 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƭƭΣ ƻǳǊ ƻũŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ 
Ǝƻ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ƻŦ 
ƛǘŜƳǎ ŦƻǊ пу /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 
ǎǘƻŎƪƛƴƎǎΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǎǘƻŎƪƛƴƎǎ 
ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǊŜŀ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ 
ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƧƻȅŦǳƭ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅΦ 
LǘŜƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǎǘƻŎƪƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜΥ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǎǘǳũŜŘ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎΣ 
ǎƳŀƭƭ ǇǳȊȊƭŜǎ ƻǊ ƎŀƳŜǎΣ ŀǊǘ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǎ 
όŎǊŀȅƻƴǎΣ ƳŀǊƪŜǊǎΣ ŎƻƭƻǊƛƴƎ ōƻƻƪǎΣ 
ǿŀǘŜǊŎƻƭƻǊǎύΣ ǘƻƻǘƘōǊǳǎƘŜǎΣ ǘƻƻǘƘπ
ǇŀǎǘŜΣ Ƙŀǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƛǧŜƴǎΣ ǇƭŀǎǝŎ ƳǳƎ 
ŬƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƻǘ ŎƘƻŎƻƭŀǘŜ ǇƪƎΣ ƎǊŀƴƻƭŀ 
ōŀǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŎŀƴŘȅΦ  
 

¢ƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ 
Ϸпул ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǎǘƻŎƪƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛǘŜƳǎ 
ǘƘŀǘ Ǝƻ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ όϷмлκǎǘƻŎƪƛƴƎύΦ 
/ƘŜŎƪ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ōǳƭƭŜǝƴ ǎƻ ǎŜŜ Ƙƻǿ 
ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŀƛǎŜŘΦ 

Little Drummer Boy! 

Parent’s Night Out/ Kids Christmas Event, 
December 3, 5:00-8:30 in Palmer Hall 

Games, crafts, dinner, and movie:  Little 
Drummer Boy 

We will also be have a professional drummer , 
Bob Bloom, come with drums to  drum with the 
kids from  6:30 to 7:15p,. 

Additional Information: 

¶Pre-Registration Required: forms available on 
the 3rd floor church school bulletin board or 
online at 
firstchurchsimsbury.com—
space is limited. 

¶Ages: 3(potty trained) - 6th 
grade, teen helpers are welcome 

¶Cost: free will offering.  

¶Dinner:  pizza, fruit, desert, 
punch 

¶Volunteers: volunteers needed 
to assist at this event 

Family Advent Event— November 20, 2015 11am – 2pm in Palmer Hall 

Families will have the opportunity to help decorate the Church for the holiday 

season, create an Advent wreath for your home, make ornaments, share 

conversation over a potluck lunch and learn ways that you might brighten the 

holiday seasons for others. 

Please bring the following based on your last name: (drop off your food in 
the kitchen with instructions before worship) 

Main meal: H-Z 
Salad or soup: D-G 
Dessert: A-C 

http://kids.lovetoknow.com/wiki/Thanksgiving_Prayer_for_Children
http://kids.lovetoknow.com/wiki/Thanksgiving_Prayer_for_Children
http://kids.lovetoknow.com/wiki/Thanksgiving_Prayer_for_Children
http://www.firstchurchsimsbury.com
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Youth and Young Adults 

Junior Fellowship (JF) is our youth group for 7th and 8th graders. JF gathers approximately once a month, from 2:10-

4:30 pm. At JF, we enjoy a snack, play games, participate in service projects, and in faith-based discussions.  For Henry 

James students, the church bus will pick you up from school.  The bus will be parked in the back lot (the bus parking 

lot).  Simply walk out the back doors of Henry James, take a right past the gym and tennis courts, look to your left, and 

you’ll see the church bus parked next to the field.  You can’t miss it.  For students who attend schools other than Henry 

James, please join us by meeting us at the church at 2:30pm. 

 Sunday, October 30th:  5:30— 8pm          Palmer Hall         First Church Extravaganza!    

       Potluck Dinner, Lip Sync Contest and Silent   

       Auction! 

Friday, November 18th:  2:10—4:30 pm  Palmer Hall Regular After School Gathering  

 Topic:  Gratitude and Thanksgiving. 

Confirmation at First Church is an intentional time of exploring what it means to be a disciple of Jesus.  We do this in 

large and small groups through fellowship, conversation, study, mission work, worship, and more.  The goal is for your 

child to grow in the knowledge that he or she is a magnificent creation of the Divine, deeply loved by God, and to 

understand that God's love extends beyond him or herself to all creation and all people.  By the end of the Confirmation 

process, we hope your child will desire to follow in Christ's way and choose to officially join First Church.  Please contact 

Rev. Kev at kweikel@fccsimsbury.org or go to http://fccsimsbury.org/youth-and-young-adult/confirmation-8th-grade/ 

for more information.   

 Sunday, November 6th:  5—7 pm   Palmer Hall Large Group Meeting (Jesus)  

Sunday, November 20th:5—7 pm   Host Homes  Small Group Meeting (Holy Spirit)  

Pilgrim Fellowship (PF) is for all 9th through 12th graders no matter their religious background, or ideas about God. 

Everyone is welcome. PF is a place to play, discuss, worship, grow, serve, and love. PF is a place for teenagers to journey 

together in faith. PF meets for fellowship, retreats, mission opportunities, and more. 

 Sunday, October 30th: 5:30-8pm  Palmer Hall   First Church Extravaganza!    

       Potluck Dinner, Lip Sync Contest and Silent Auction! 

 

Sunday, November 6th: 7-9 pm 

 Youth Room 

 Regular Gathering 

 Topic: Jesus for 

 President 

 

Fri.—Sun. Nov. 11th-13th 

 Fall Retreat: See Info 

 

Sunday, November 20th: 7-9 pm 

 Youth Room 

 Regular Gathering 

 Topic: Stuff 

 

Sunday November 27th:  

 No PF:  

 Thanksgiving Break 

Visit the Youth and Young Adult Pages on our Website for Current, Up-to-Date Information! 

http://fccsimsbury.org/youth-and-young-adult/
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Upcoming Fellowship Hour Schedule:  

 

November 6th: Board of Finance & Control 

  Sub Committee 

November 13th: Supper Club 

November 20th:  Stewardship Sunday 

November 27th: Heritage Committee 

December 4th: Care Bag Committee  

December 11th: Board of Worship 

December 18th: Friends of First Church 

Fellowship Hosts 

Save the Date!  
Note your calendar for these upcoming important dates:  

Sunday, Oct. 30th New Member Class (after worship) 

   First Church Extravaganza! Potluck, Lip Sync Battle, and Silent Auction 

Wednesday, Nov. 3rd Pastor George’s Bible Study 

Sunday, Nov. 6th All Saints  & New Member Sunday 

Friday, Nov. 11-13th  PF Fall Retreat 

Saturday, Nov. 19th Making of the Greens 

Sunday, Nov. 20th Stewardship Sunday 

   Hanging of the Greens & Luncheon (after worship) 

   Interfaith Thanksgiving Service (evening) 

Thursday, Nov. 24th Church Office Closed in observance of Thanksgiving  

Friday, Nov. 25th Church Office Closed in observance of Thanksgiving  

Saturday, Nov. 26th Simsbury Celebrates!  

Sunday, Nov. 27th  1st Sunday of Advent  
Friday, December 2nd Farmington Valley Chorale Concert 
Sunday, December 4th  2nd Sunday of Advent, Poinsettia Sunday  
   Farmington Valley Chorale Concert 
Saturday, December 10th Farmington Valley Chorus Concert 
Sunday, December 11th  3rd Sunday of Advent 
   Christmas Pageant 
   Care Bag Assembly  
Friday, December 16th Supper Club 
Saturday, December 17th  Farmington Valley Symphony Concert 
Sunday, December 18th 4th Sunday of Advent 
   First Church Choirs Mini-Concert  
   Hockanum Valley Ringer Bell Choir Concert 
Wednesday, December 21st Longest Night Service 
Friday, December 23rd Church office Closed at Noon 
Saturday, December 24th Christmas Eve 
   Puppet Pageant Service 
   Service of Lessons and Carols 
   Midnight Worship with Communion 
Sunday, December 25th Christmas Day Service at 10 am 
Monday, December 26th Church office Closed 

December Cornerstone Submission Deadline:    

Tuesday, November 22nd!  
Submissions can be sent to Valerie at: 

admin@fccsimsbury.org 

For a Complete Copy of our Monthly Calendar:  

Please  go to our website and click on Church Calendar 
to get the most current information.  

If you would prefer a printed copy, please call the 
church office, we will be happy to print one and send it 
to you!  

Coming Soon: 

Holiday Happenings at First Church Brochure  

All the Advent Season Events you donõt want to miss!  

http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar.aspx?ci=G1M7J4G1M7L6O9L6I3
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Saturday, November 26th 
Simsbury Celebrates is Coming to First Church...along with Dory, Nemo, and Santa!!  

How can you join in celebrating Simsbury and the season?  

Volunteer:  

There are opportunities for multi-generational volunteers to help with Simsbury Celebrates at First Church Saturday, 
November 26th  from 3-7:15. Sign ups are in shifts, sign up for one, or more.  

A sampling of the volunteer jobs are: set up, greeters, navigating the building, helping in the First Church Café and 
Coffeehouse, and assisting the Undersea Seasonal Spectacular of Dory & Nemo!  

Use the Sign Up Genius to Volunteer.  

Come to First Church during Simsbury Celebrates: 

4:30ñ6:30 Dory & Nemoõs Undersea Seasonal Spectacular   2nd Fl. 

  (with a Sensory Friendly hour from 3 pmñ4pm) 

  Take a wander through and meet Dory & Nemo 

  Mrs. Clausõ Kitchen       Palmer Hall 

  Stop by and Make a Cookie 

   Christmas Café       Palmer Hall 

  Fried Dough, Hot Dogs and Bottled Water for sale 

   Coffee House Style Live Music & Hot Drinks   Youth Rm. 

  Stop by and listen to some great Folk and Jazz Music by, Last Fair Deal, and sip a Hot Cocoa or Coffee 

  Stop and See Santa      Parlor 

  A chance to visit Santa and get a perfect Holiday picture in front of the Fireplace  

4:45ñ6:30 Valley Saxophone Quartet     Sanctuary  

  Enjoy seasonal favorites played by this talented group.   

 

For a Full Schedule of Events for the evening visit the Simsbury Celebrates Webpage.  

If you have any questions please contact Kathy Wildman at 860.214.5439 or the church office. 

Help Prepare First Church for Advent 
   
Create and hang greens and decorations inside and outside First Church.  

Ă Saturday, November 19th 9:00 am - 12:00 noon, Making of the Greens  

Ă    Sunday, November 20th 11:00 am - 2:00 pm, Lunch and Hanging of the Greens 

Help decorate the Church for the holiday season, create an Advent wreath for your home, 
make ornaments, share conversation over a potluck lunch and learn ways that you might 
brighten the holiday seasons for others. 

Please bring the following based on your last name for the Potluck Lunch:  

(drop off your food in the kitchen with instructions before worship) 

Ă Main meal: H-Z  Ă Salad or soup: D-G Ă Dessert: A-C Ă 

To Sign Up to Volunteer on Saturday or Sunday, please Click Here! 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090d4eadaa2aabff2-simsbury
http://www.simsburycelebrates.com/
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090d4eadaa2aabff2-making


First Church of Christ 
689 Hopmeadow St 
Simsbury CT 06070 

(860) 651-3593 
Fax (860) 408-9229 

Kitchen (860) 658-9043 
www.fccsimsbury.org 

 
 
 

STAFF 
 
Rev. George M. Harris 
Senior Minister 
gharris@fccsimsbury.org 
 
Rev. Kevin Weikel 
Associate Minister for 
Youth and Young Adults 
kweikel@fccsimsbury.org 
 
Mark Mercier 
Director of Music Ministries 
mmercier@fccsimsbury.org 
 
Cindy Cole 
Director of Children’s Ministries 
ccole@fccsimsbury.org 
 
Shannon Lindsay 
Church Administrator 
slindsay@fccsimsbury.org 
 
Valerie Aldrich 
Administrative Assistant 
admin@fccsimsbury.org 
 
Catherine Behrens 
Membership Coordinator 
cbehrens@fccsimsbury.org 
 
Lisa Reed 
Financial Assistant 
lreed@fccsimsbury.org 
 
Joe Martinez  
Facilities Manager           
jmartinez@fccsimsbury.org 

 ~ Please notify the Church of any address changes. ~                      

Sign up for our emails and check our website.  

First Church of Christ  

689 Hopmeadow Street 

Simsbury, CT 06070 

 


