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The Cornerstone

First Church is an Open and Affirming Congregation of the United Church of Christ

APRIL 2014 WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Join Us!
Worship Services: 8:30 am in the Chapel, 10:00 am in the Sanctuary

April 6 Fifth Sunday in Lent
Uncommon Worship

Including Holy Communion
Gathering Music for the Young and Young at Heart will begin at 9:50 am
Seven Deadly Sins: Lust

Rev. Kevin Weikel, preaching both services
Matthew 5:27-30

April 13 Sixth Sunday in Lent: Palm Sunday
Including the Distribution of Palms

Seven Deadly Sins: Wrath
Rev. Dianne Arakawa preaching both services
Matthew 21:1-11

April 17 Maundy Thursday at 7 pm

Including Holy Communion and the Office of the Tenebrae
Love One Another as | Have Loved You

Rev. Dianne Arakawa and Rev. Kevin Weikel, concelebrating INSIDE THIS ISSUE
and Elders participating.

Worship Schedule 1

April 18 Good Friday from 3-6 pm Message from Rev. Arakawa 2

Walking our Labyrinth and stopping at Prayer Stations, Palmer Hall Message from Rev. Weikel 3
Message from Mark Mercier 4

Approaching the Throne of Grace Chancel Choir 5

Carol Pollock, Penny Roskin and Mario Chiappetti, assisting Message from Cindy Cole 6
Hebrews 4:14-16, 5:7-9 Message from Prayer Team 6

The community is invited to join us for silent walking meditation Children's Ministry 7
on the afternoon of Jesus’ Crucifixion. Youth Page 8

UCC News 9
Aprll 20 Easter Sunday Announcements 10
5:45 am Sunrise Service at Simsbury Cemetery Executive Council 11
Including Holy Communion Events 12
Early on the First Day of the Week... Easter/Fellowship 13

End-of-Life Plans 14-15

Rev. Dianne Arakawa and Rev. Woody Eddins of the
Simsbury Methodist Church, concelebrating
The community is invited to join us early at the Tomb. Focus Group on the

Followed by Pancake Breakfast in Palmer Hall Transition: .
Historical Reflection

8:30 am Intergenerational Service, sanctuary

If You Have Been Raised with Christ Msmbﬁ‘fs and friegds of First .
10:00 am Easter Festival el eire luslisel f el ehis

three sessions, reporting the in-

Rev. Dianne Arakawa preaching both services sights about the history of our
Colossians 3:1-4, John 20:1-18 church gathered from our Transi-
tional Questionnaires. These one-
April 27 Second Sunday of Easter: Earth Day Celebration and-a-half hour sessions, including
10 am Service only questions-and-answers, will be

held in the Parson’s Study on Tues-
day April 8th at 7 pm, Wednesday

How Can We Care for our Earth? April 9t at 10 am and Thursday
Revs. Dianne Arakawa, Kevin Weikel and Dr. Erica Nierendorf preaching April 10t at 3 pm. Thank you to

Genesis 1, 2:1-4 selected verses everyone who filed out one of our

. forms that provide the basis of our
Followed by Annual Meeting of Members living history. If you have any ques-
tions about this, please speak to
Rev. Dianne Arakawa.

Including Baptisms of Sloan Harper Jane Carville and Nicholas Paul Caponetti




Rev. Dianne Arakawa
Transitional Senior
Minister

860-651-3593 x14
dearakawa(@

feesimsbury.org

Out of office Fridays

A message from Dianne Arakawa,
Transitional Senior Minister

Dear Friends,

The poet Robert Herrick wrote a short poem called, “To Heaven.” It describes part of
our life experience of journeying “to heaven.” He wrote,

Open thy gates
To him, who weeping waits
And might come in,
But that held back by sin.
Let mercy be
So kind, to set me free,
and I will strait
Come in, or force the gate.

Years ago with this sense of journeying -- exploring what it means to “come in or
force the gate” -- I traveled to Chartres Cathedral in France in order to walk its Labyrinth. To
get there, [ traversed a leg of the medieval pilgrimage route that stretches from Canterbury in
England to Santiago de Compostella in Spain. It is this same route that medieval pilgrims
walked and modern-day seekers journey, reflecting on God and their own journeys, exposing
themselves to real-life challenges, reaching oftentimes their physical destinations, receiving
open-gate hospitality, worshipping and praying on holy ground, or giving up for some reason
their best-laid plans. Chartres in spring is approached through fields of bright yellow mustard
flowers. The Labyrinth within was given over to a few of us one night, lit by votives, to
circumnavigate in silence from beginning to end and back again. (Our own Labyrinth will be
opened for prayer and meditation on Good Friday.)

Having begun our Lenten journeys on Ash Wednesday, we are slowly but inexorably
making our way to Easter. In between we have wandered into the desert and encountered the
Seven Deadly Sins. And some snow. We will take some time for a retreat to pray and
meditate. Soon after on Palm Sunday we will enter the gates of Jerusalem. Then we will take
up an invitation to have supper with some memorable friends and One in particular whom we
will never quite be able to forget. The meal will be called the Last Supper. (Some movie
aficionados liken it to “Babette’s Feast.”) On God’s Friday, then, we will stop dead in our
tracks, and be silenced. This will be utterly confusing to those who seem to think that we have
all the answers. This time only God will hold the answer. Because on Easter Sunday morning
when the sun rises in the east, and we scramble to the Tomb, we will somehow understand
without words what Herrick wrote, “Open thy gates...Let mercy be so kind, to set us free.”

Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed!

Easter blessings,
Dianne



A Message from Rev. Kevin Weikel,
Youth & Young Adult Ministry

Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. He fasted

forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. The tempter came and said to him,

“ | f you are the Son of God, command t hese st
swered, “1t is written, ‘One does not live by
mout h o f~MaRleed 4:1-4

It was Saturday at 12:52 pm. | had stretched the Communion service out about as far as it could
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go until I finally began to recite those familiar words that
t‘hln.gs ar e ready.o. B~ut they wouldnét ,come. Rev. Kevin Weikel

o0lt #HHsoua Fhast and itds only 12:52 pm!d one t en.ctame%g h?ut.
didndt sign up for a 29 hour and 52 minute fAWO_pl&e THYPErHRY, ¢ h i
waited. Then, at precisely 1:00 pm, after 30 full hours without food, we ended our-B@ur Fast in Youth and Young

support of One Great Hour of Sharing by consuming the bread of life. Adults

It is difficult for me to express how proud | am of our teens for not only completing theirt36ur

Fast, but also for taking it so seriously. The first seven hours of the fast occurred during school 860-651-3593 x16

hours and our teens were constantly tempted. They witnessed their classmates consume snacks

kweikel@fccsimsbury.org

throughout the day and lunch at lunchtime. Randomly, the music department announced that they
had free pizza available in the music wing that afternoon. And one of our teens, while on a field trip

to New York with her French Class that day, sat at a table in a French Restaurant as her class- Out of office Wednesdays

mates enjoyed the French cuisine. Al'l of these
ment!

Our 30 Hour Fast Planning Team, made up of all high school seniors, met faithfully for three weeks
leading up to the event. During these meetings, we planned fun, educational and spiritual activi-

ties for the group to participate in during the fast. When the time came for the fast, these teens

also helped lead the activities we had planned. During the 30 hours, PF Youth Group participated

in everything from a towrwide scavenger hunt, to prayer stations in the Sanctuary, to volunteer

wor k at Foodshare in Bloomfield and much mor e.
spent three hours sorting bread and meat at Foodshare. It was a humbling experience.

As | mentioned in | ast mont héds Cornerstone, our
Gr eat Hour of Sharing, the mission fund for our
the worl d. 2) to get a otasted6 of what itds |

who are hungry. And 3) to grow in spirit as we let go of the security of food and trust God to see us
through.

I am pleased to share that we reached all three of our goals. We raised $5,612 and we offer a

studen

That 0s

goal s
denomi

ts stuc

right,

for the
nati on

ke to be hungr

|

t
)

thank you to those who supported our youth and One Great Hour
what | witnessed and the responses | heard from our youth, that our group grew in empathy and in

spirit. Here are just four of the answers | received when | asked our teens what they had learned

from the event.

for | earned for the first time what hunger really feels I|like. 56
for | earned that people do this every day, sadly enough. 6

o1 |l earned how much we take for granted, every day, how we as
breakfast, |l unch and dinner, but itds not |l i ke that for every
o1 I earned that world hunger is more important than me gettin
We are halfway through the season of Lent, this period of introspection between Ash Wednesday

and Easter that is modeled after Jesusd own temptation in the

is still time to fast from something (let go of something) or fast for something (take something on).
If you choose to participate, may your fast teach you as much as the-B0ur Fast taught our young
people.

In Christ,

Kevin



Mark Mercier, Music Ministries

Someone earlier this week spoke with me about being part of the choir, and finished her

comment with o6186m not sure |16m ready for |[that
e N e o news that she was surprised to hear, and|so | 2d
’
Director of Music We welcome anyone who wants to join a choir for a particular service, event, or even
Ministries season, even if they candt be there for f§he re
wants to join and make music from September to June, but | know that there are plenty
who just dondt have the ability to do that. B
860'65.1'3593’521 at all. So come for Easterwedi t s one of the most redarding m
mmercier@ and experience some great music with us. Whether it be bells or a choral group, being
feesimsbury.ore part of the music will help make this a much more meaningful time for you. Just drop in
toarehearsabno reservations neededé
Out of office Meanwhile, any that attended the Cappella Pratensis concert thoroughly enjoyed an
Tuesdays extraordinary musical experience. It was an incredibly magical evening, one that at-
tendees are still enthusiastically talkimng abo

tion may lie, this concert would have been incredibly special. We would definitely have
them back in the future.

We are presenting two additional concerts before the summer gets going. Mark your
calendars:

The Trinity College Accidentalsan a cappella group of which our own Will Scully is a
part 8 will be here for a special coffdeouse cabaret in Palmer Hall on May #6The
Palmer Hall concerts are always immensely fun and enjoyd@bdad the informality of
friends being together and hearing some music over some refreshments makes for a

great night out.
Anonymous4da nationally known a cappella womends (¢
June13d"t o present a program of Civil War mufkic fr

are planning an album of this material, and this concert is where they will first present this
program before they begin recording. We will be working with historical and Civil War
organizations on this, and there is hope that we might be able to team up on some addi-
tional presentations about Simsburyds pafqt in
be a great day all the way around.

Ticket for these events will go on sale shortly, and we will let you know as soon as they
do. Getthemearhbbot h events should be well attended,
First Church people to miss out.

| hope to see as many as possible take part in music at some point this spring. The re-
wards are incredibléd you need to try it to find out. Join us!

Happy Easter!

Mark




CHANCEL
CHOIR

Celebrates

|NFUS|ON of

YOUNG, STRONG VOICES

“Who are those two young people singing with the Chancel Choir?" asked an unnamed church member after a
recent worship service. Since last September, two students from the Hartt School have been singing with the
Chancel Choir, filling the role of “supplementary singers.” Quite often in churches of our size, a volunteer choir will
have paid, trained choir members who complement and augment the choir's technical ability and insure that there
are strong voices each and every Sunday the choir sings, Alex Hunt and Elizebeth Barnes clearly are talented,
strong, young voices and have done wonders to infuse the Chancel Choir with renewed energy and improved
sound. Both Juniors at Hartt, Alex and Elizebeth have been working with the Chancel Choir to improve warm-up
techniques and also have sung occasional solo parts in anthems, Thisis a clear win-win situation for First Church
and for them. They help us present solid sacred choral music, and we help them with “realworld” experience and
an impressive line on their resume.

Alexander Hunt

is a baritone currently studying at the University of Hartford’s Hartt School where he is pursuing a Bachelor’s
degree in Vocal Performance. He grew up in Willington, Connecticut, where he attended E. O. Smith High School.
He was heavily involved in the music and drama departments, and participated in the New England Music Festival
Association and Eastern Regionals. He has performed the role of the Page in Amahi and the Night Visitors and has
been in the ensemble of Die Fledermaus, Streel Scene, and / Paglioccl. He currently studies with Wayne Rivera and
looks forward to graduating inSpring 2015.

Zlizebeth Barnes

hails from Santa Fe, New Mexico. [The second “e” in her name is not a typo.] She is a mezzo-soprano currently
studying at the University of Hartford's Hartt School. She was part of the Santa Fe Opera’s Young Voices Program
for two years, and she attended Boston University's Tanglewood Institute Summer Program in 2010. She has been
singing with the Santa Fe Concert Association's Epik artist program for the past four years. Her favorite roles
include Aniku in Brundibar, Hope Cladwell in Urinetown, and Ariel Moore in Footloose. She performed Third Knitter
in the one act opera A Geme of Chance, The Mother in Amohi ond Night Visitors and Mrs, lones in Street Scene at
The Hartt School of Music, She played Dorothée in The Santa Fe Concert Association’s Cendrillon in 2013, and she
will be joining the Santa Fe Opera’s Chorus for their production of Fidefio for the 2014 summer season,

Please introduce yourself to Alex and Elizebeth. We assure you that they don't bite.




Cindy Cole
Director of
Children’s Ministries

860-651-3593 x17
ccole@

feesimsbury.org

Out of office
Thursdays or Fridays

Cindy Cole, Children’s Ministries

¢CSEttAYy3I 2dzNJ { (2 NE

In the past month, many of the kids at First Church have had the opportunity to hear the story of Jesus
washing the disciples’ feet. In the cooking room, they took that story further by making heart in hand
cookies to give to people of the congregation to thank them for their service to our church community. |
loved hearing the stories about this experience from both the kids who gave the cookies or from the peo-
ple who received the cookies.

These kids enrich our church community. One of my favorite stories that | heard this month at church,
wasn’t about cookies at all. On Sunday morning, one of our preschool moms told me, “My daughter said,
“I saw God this morning.” “Where?” she asked her child. “He is the tall guy standing over there” (pointing
at Kevin Weikel in his black robe). It takes a child to recognize the divine in all of us. It reminded me that
when we look at others we can see God at work. Kevin, however, pointed out that his own children would
disagree with this God sighting.

The Bible is a book full of stories about a community’s experience with the divine. In April and May the
kids will be looking at how the Bible came to be. They will be learning how stories were told orally from
generation to generation, until they were printed on tablets, papyrus scrolls, made into books, printed on
the printing press, and today are available digitally. They will hear that some stories were selected to be
included in the Bible and others discarded. Our stories say something to us and about us. The students
will have the opportunity to share their favorite Bible and personal stories. What is your favorite story?
What story does your family pass from generation to generation? We are people with stories. Please share
your stories about First Church with the kids and adults during coffee hour in the month of April.

Blessings,
Cindy Cole

Prayer Team
Offers Prayer Boxes

The Prayer Team was formed two years ago to pray for the needs of our Church.

Our
Prayer Team...

Penny Roskin
Jim Martocchio
Mario Chilappettd
Ashley Schwitter

Gordon & Nancy
Crouch

Todd Willlams
Lyn Lauben
Chris Morkan

have now placed prayer boxes around the church—In Palmer Hall, outside the
Parlor and in our office entrance, We have also prepared prayer request slips for
them, and will collect them from these baxes each week, Each prayer request
will be prayed for by members of the Prayer Team throughout the week and
held in strict confidence along with our ministers.

How are prayer requests placed in our Prayer Boxes different from “Celebrations and
Concems” (which are offered during worship and listed in our bulletins and weekly
emails?)  These prayers might be different prayers, which we hold in our hearts
unspoken or unwritten, private, quiet but important to us.

If you have any questions, please speak to Nancy Crouch or Penny Roskin
or our ministers. The Prayer Bakes are available throughout the week!



K. DS@ First

Kids I nvestigating Divine

Visit www.firstchurchsimsbury.com to see the church school schedule, videos, and
information about what the kids are doing at First Church.

TAG SALE To Benefit Church School Programs

Saturday: April 26 9am-2pm, early bird entrance fee 8:30-9am $10

Drop off of all tag sale goods will be from Noon -8pm
Thursday (April 24) and 9am-3pm Friday (April 25)

The annual church tag sale will once again be coming your way
April 26, 2014. As spring arrives and we think about cleaning out
our closets, garages, attics, and basements, we can also plan to select our “best” stuff
for the tag sale. The tag sale proceeds helps us run the babysitting events, work-
shops, and purchase new equipment.

We do very well with:

Costume jewelry and accessories; furniture pieces; holiday decorations; china, cut-
lery, pottery and glassware; children’s games, books and toys; small appliances that
are clean and working; radios and cd players that work; garden and workshop tools,
adult books published 2009 or after and nice baskets.

There are, however, a few categories of items we do not need:

Computers/keyboards/monitors and computer tables, air conditioners, televisions,
clothes, linens, broken items (all appliances must be in working condition for us to
accept them), exercise equipment, old skis, drapery rods, old suitcases, bikes over 5
years old, light fixtures/fluorescent ceiling fixtures.

Please clean up furniture (especially children’s) and make sure everything you bring
in is ready for sale. Imagine us trying to clean and make presentable for sale thou-
sands of items brought in by many people.

If you would be willing to work on the tag sale to benefit the children at
First Church, call or email : Kim Tawney , 860-716-5237, ktaw-
ney@westminster-school.org or Cindy Cole, 651-3593, ccole@fccsimsbury.org

Upcoming events for your
Calendar

April 13: Palm Sunday—students attend
worship

April 20: Easter Sunday— students attend
worship

April 24-25: Preparation for the Church Tag
sale

April 26: Church Tag Sale
e
UCC Summer Camp:

Silver Lake Conference Center:

Silver Lake is a UCC overnight camp for
kids in the fourth through twelve grade.

fRegistration is open now: go to
www.silverlake.org. Click on
“Silver Lake Registration.”

Y/Additional information is on the 3rd
floor bulletin board.

April Church School Mission
Project:

The students are collecting
school supplies for Smith
Elementary School in New
Britain.

Vacation Bible School: Workshop of Wonders
VBS dates: Monday, June 23 - Thursday, June 26
Registration will begin Sunday, April 6:

fIFor every 5 kids that sign up from First Church of Christ, we must have one adult volunteer.

ISign up— registrations are accepted and numbered, you will receive a confirmation email when

we have enough adult volunteers to accept your child.

fNote: volunteers’ children are immediately accepted and discounted the fee for 1 child/family.
Fee: early bird special - $40 (make checks payable to "SUMC") After June 1, the fee increases to $50.
First Church of Christ, in partnership with the Simsbury United Methodist Church, holds a vacation Bible school program each

summer on the first week after school gets out.

9 Thisis a day camp which runs from 9am to noon at Simsbury United Methodist Church.

9 Campis available for kids age 4 (by May 1st) to kids in the 5th grade. Teen volunteers are welcome!

9 Students rotate throughout the morning to different workshops: science and crafts, Bible story, movie, and games.

i For information about this year’s theme visit www.firstchurchsimsbury.com/vacation-bible-school-2014.html
Bible Story Verse Theme
Rebuilding the Lord’s House (Ezra, 3:8-13) “We are the clay, and you are the potter. All of us are the work of your hand.” Isaiah 64:8b, CEB Built with God!

Parable of the Mustard Seed (Matt 13:1-2,31-32)

“Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and savior Jesus Christ.” 2 Peter 3:18, CEB

Grow with God!

Feeding the 5,000 (John 6:1-13)

Jesus replied, “My Father is still working and I am working too.” John 5:17, CEB

Work with God!

Walking to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-32)

“How beautiful are the feet of those who announce the good news.” Romans 10:15b, CEB

Walk with God!

Z



http://www.firstchurchsimsbury.com/vacation-bible-school-2014.html

Junior Fellowship
Schedule

Friday, April 11, 2:10
devotion on

-4 p mé Games and a
Aot hers. o

Friday, April 25, 2:10
devotion on

-4 p mé Games and a
AiBeing Positiyv

Pilgrim Fellowship
Schedule

Sunday, April 6,
Room: Sexuality

7-9pm in the Youth
2, AA Firm F

Sunday, April 13, 7 -9pm in the Youth

Room: Sexuality 3, fATeen St a
Easter Sunday, April 20, 5:30 to 11am: Pan-
cake Breakfast hosted by First Church Youth. Sign

up for a time slot to help set up, prepare, serve
and clean up by emailing Rev. Kevin at
kweikel@fccsimsbury.org

Saturday, April 26, All Day : Rebuilding Togeth-
er. Join members and friends of First Church for
what is essentially a one day all -church mission
trip.  We will rehabilitate a home in Hartford for a
homeowner in need. Sign up by April 15th.

Sunday, April 27, 7
Room: Sexuality

-9pm in the Youth
4, AHomosexu

o U

-

Q|

S

REV. KEVIN WEIKEL—YOUTH AND
YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY

PLAY, DISCUSS, WORSHIP, GROW, SERVE, LOVE...
CONFIRMATION

Sunday, April 6,
5-7pm

Large Group Meeting (Christian
Living) in Palmer Hall for students
followed by Worship in the
Sanctuary for students and parents.

[Thursday, April 17,
6:30 -8:00pm

Large Group Meeting (Holy Week

& Easter) inthe Youth Room from
6:30 - 7:00pm for students followed

by the Maundy Thursday Service

in the Sanctuary from 7:00 -8:00pm
for students and parents.

Sunday, April 20,
5-7pm

Small Group Meeting (The Faith
Journey Continues) at host homes
for students.

First Church, Simsbury
Youth & Young Adulits
PILGRIMAGE

dati onJune Z' '28, 20‘4
ties dnd Quoie s e e e

paether we wark wit
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The following excerpts are taken from an article written by
Connie Larkman and featured in our deno

www.ucc.org on March 20, 2014...

One Great Hour of Sharing
Connecticut oyPiultdhr ifrmasRel | ov
ship Youth Group in Simsbu

If you take a group of committed young church
members, and add ingenuity and cooperation
to a 30-hour fast, the equation equals a great

gift of more than $5,000 to the
UCC One Great Hour of Sharing Offering
from First Church, Simsbury,
Conn. United Church of Christ.

"We are all excited about the fact that we took what has traditionally been a one Sunday offering and did it in a differ-
ent way," said the Rev. Kevin L. Weikel, the associate minister, for youth & young adults at First ChurchWiekel said
First Church congregants have a history of giving to the special mission offering, which provides assistance to the less
fortunate and responds to disasters around the world, so the church changed things up a bit this year. "We thought
instead of having the traditional offering on the last Sunday of March (suggested offering date is March 30), we would
have folks give to OGHS through our youth. | was very pleased with the response from our congregation and it helped
connect our youth group with the rest of the church. Our congregation supported OGHS, but also encouraged our
youth with their fast. The project brought unique energy to OGHS this year."

The project, a30-hour fast by the Pilgrim Fellowship Youth Group in Simsbury, collected donations in support of those
fasting on-line, using the fundraising site Razoo, WWW.Iaz00.com/t€areédoddDiShar8imshb«y

It was successful for several reasons First, the 49 people involved in the fast more than met their fundraising goal of
$5,000, bringing in $5,612 from 100 donors. Second, the fasters learned what it is like to go without.

Abby Ritson, a Pilgrim Fellowship member and high school senior, and found the 30-hour fast a challenge. "l had al-
ways heard of fasting, but had never committed to doing one," Abby said. "With the support of my youth group, |
gained a new understanding and level of compassion for those who go hungry. Although I felt irritable, tired and
weak, | realized how important food is. | just can't imagine going to school each day feeling like this. It is rewarding to
know that we were able to exceed our goal and make a $5,600 donation to One Great Hour of Sharing." The project
also underscored an important partnership between the local church and Wider Church Ministries. First Church had
used the Razoo fundraising page before successfully, but had to introduce the site to the One Great Hour of Sharing
staff. Phyllis Richards, OGHS program associate supported the effort by acting as the liaison between Razoo and the
church.

"In the current situation of the church we talk a lot about how important it is to try new things, but in practice new
things are hard to do," Weikel said. "It took some time, but | think that was really cool. To see the national setting do
that for us in the local church was great. We had this idea, and Phyllis helped make it work."

"Rev. Weikel worked tirelessly and patiently with us as we put the mechanism in place for the youth (team) to raise
money. He and the youth created the individual web pages, etc." said Richards. "But this is not just about the money
raised. The group of youth, under the leadership of the associate minister, learned about OGHS and ways they could
really internalize what they were doing and learning.” That's exactly the experience of the top fundraiser Maddie Earn-
hardt, a sophomore at Simsbury High. "I chose to participate in the fast because | wanted to experience something that
seemed so foreign to me," Maddie said. "From the fast, | have learned just how important food is for the human body
to function. This experience is something that | will not forget, due to its strong impact on my outlook on something as
simple as eating." Wiekel said the youth also internalized the spiritual process of fasting. Oh-and one more, very im-
portant lesson was learned. "How much the Church can do when we work together."


http://www.ucc.org/oghs/
http://www.razoo.com/team/One-Great-Hour-Of-Sharing-Simsbury-Ct
http://www.razoo.com/team/One-Great-Hour-Of-Sharing-Simsbury-Ct
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING

The 2014 Annual Meeting of the Congregation is
scheduled for

April 27, 2014
immediately following

the 10:00 am Worship Service

The agenda will focus on the results for the program year
2013/2014; the election of officers; to act upon the
nominating report for the various Boards and Committees
for the program year beginning July 1, 2014; and any
other business appropriate to come before the meeting.
Childcare activities will be provided during the meeting,
Advance copies of the Annual Report will be available for
pickup at the Church Office beginning April 20%,

William Ketchabow

Clerk of the Congregation

DI D YOU KNOW THATEé.

I't is possible to make a |0pl

Church that will provide you with guaranteed income
for life?

For instance, a donor who is 80 years of age would
receive $680 per year from a $10,000 planned gift.
Thatdés a 6.8% rate of retju
income would be taxable for the first 9 years. And,
in the year in which the gift is made, the donor could
also claim a charitable deduction of $5,065 on his or
her federal income tax return. If you are more than
80 Years old, the more income your gift would pro-
vide each year.

If you would like to know exactly how a planned gift
could benefit you, please contact Leonard Clough at
860-570-1067 or leonard.clough@yahoo.comor
another member of the committee.

Leonard Clough, Bob Lyle, Ruth Meyer, Bruce Powell
Committee for Endowment Development

rn

First Church of Christ
Heritage Committee

We have been truly
Mlessed by the
dedicated sorvices of

Donna Hopkins, who has served as our Church His-
torian since 1997, She has recently indicated her de-
sire to step down and afford others the opportunity
1o continue this important endeavor. It appears that
the creation of & Heritage Committee in lieu of a sin-
gle position might be the best way to address this
vacancy, Donna has offered 1o provide guidance
during this transition and to serve as a consultant
for a peniod of time. For more information please
contact either;

Bill Ketchalye @ §60-058-6180
Dane Woadberry @ S00-658- 7% or
Daosia Hopkins @ 860-404-5814

DID YOU HEAR THAT?

g n

«.IT'S OPPORTUNITY KNOCKING AT YOUR DOOR...

-That is, oppartunity To grow your faith, to serve your church, to enjoy the

fellowship of First Church of Christ both Inside and outside of the Sunday

moming worship experence. And bow does one say "Yes" to this

opportunity? 1t could begin by considering the many and varied ministries

rmeegtatfgstichfrt 6 t o benefi t Fir
* Boards and Committees *

Elders, Stewardship, Finance, Trustees, Mission & Outreach, Music, Christian
Education, Panel of Delegates, Personned, Deacons

* Educational and outreach events *

only ¢ ¥rigandWssiop ppoiscs™ ¢ 6 8 o

Thes you coakd besrm moee abant those sy that Teerest you by tafking, to o Sowd Lommn ke
mermber, one of the midsters, oun Congregtionsd Prmident Melods Wistboook o Vice
Presichert Liw Trimbibs, o @ mareber of Uhe Kom bt bng { comm e
Dano Woodbamy £ 560 655 2056 0r
B et haborw () 200 0484180
Termis of sorvdor vary according co the poeference of the candidale,

A rorw skte of Boaed and Lo R men heys vl e prepowed for sabn bsion o the

corngregation for appeovat

at the Church's Annual Meeting on April 27th

Yo s Coukd b on i bnpocsant sy,

4



mailto:leonard.clough@yahoo.com

March Executive Council Meeting Highlights
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annual mission prosect
(Formerly known 28 Christ

mas in April) on Saturday,

<up and some hard wark
35 We 3ssist an elderly,

atly Bling Harttorg

1IN making her

pisce,

Last year nearly forty: hest Church members and mends worked to

elp a wonceul fBamily in fheed by updating their kitchen a0d bath

im, paintr e homes rtesce insta ng a sdewalk, remowng 4
llapdated garage, Nelpirg with basement ciean-up and planting
flowess,

It was a great day for the volunteers and the homeowner family:
It's time to sign up now for this year’s Rebuilding Together Hartford project.

Please e-mail
Richard and Esther Derr at rer74@live.com
to sign up or call them at 860-874-4111

12

SUPP ER CLUB is going to CHINA

Friday, April 11 @ 4:00 pm

Catered Dinner 6:30 pm
Palmer Hall
Vinil the Grest Wl of China, pel 3 pnds, soe 2 Bofing Pagads, s Golden
Divagon an sdosnding cultsne up dooe! Oser Loser gatdie i Simchary's o
Lovwa Newtom, vetivand aiidesmin: sdonbal spoviadid/scontist, phutog aphor mur
Rime hadorar, sdhor, e, ol locd lonnis playo

Make your reservations with the
Calling Committee or contact

Cymihuia Yozl ul B0 6c8 7460 or
Mim Shopurd =i 860 648 6386
by Swonday

Cost only 316 per person!

Farmington Valley Association
Simply Smiles Mission Trip
Simply Smiles

dngicaond w0 bedding Sright Kataren whis impeoving the Sy ives of mvpovershed pecgies

; Fimpovenshed
o ANELCE
Beytucal's Restacrant, Avon
For e vivied 10 support 1 i by sieeg By e churt b offce. ctianmg n Bartus Peiom

the Avoe Somucc s e

1 and eryos

Aprt Sy Tdsmeo pavcert o e oo

matety Xl menbersirom Fammgto Vb UCC durches wl be persopatng n the spand im

Aoy TR iy M oF CYR FOnt 30U O e el St

Conta Dane Woodbey a BE0-658-T 996 Ly move mdormaton




e FLOWERS FOR EASTER SUNDAY
sl APRIL 20, 2014

The beautiful display of lowers for Easter Sunday Is provided
by your donathons and memorial gifis.

To reserve or donate a beantiful plant for the Sanduary on
Easter Sunday, April 2000, please complete the form below and

- AT - send to the church office by Friday, April 11th,
P, o / A 5

e Please indicate whether you wish to plck up the plants AFTER
Eas t() l— the 10 a.m. worship service andior donate 1o one of our home-
- bound members,

Cost per plant is $10.00. Please muke checks payable to:

FIRST CHURCH FLOWER FUND

FELLOWSHI P HOUR SCHED uul k\uﬁﬂik: 10 order a plant 1o be used in the Sanctuary on Easter Sunday,

A pr il 2014 Myname:.........c..coceecneoeee
4/6/14 First Church Friends In loving mesmory of
4/13/14 Families OR
In honee of
4/20/14 PF Pancake Breakfast
Please deliver . plant () to @ shat in
4/2714 No FellOWShip Hour Will plek ... ... plant (3) ap after the 1000 am. service
Annual Meeting
Check enclosed oBpaALs s Telephone mumber.............oovviin .
The Easter plant
order form is
available for
download on our
website @
Easter Sunday www.fcesimsbury.

org and in our

PANCAKE BREAKFAST!!! sunday bulletins.

Prepared and served by our First Church Youth

~ Sunday April 20, 2014 ~
anytime 630 am - 10 am
Palmer Hall

All You Can Eat!!

Buttermilk, Blueberry,
and Chocolate Chip Pancakes
Sausage Links...Orange Juice...
Fair Trade Coffee

donations are appreciated to help cover costs

13
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First Church of Christ, Simsbury, CT
Suggested End-of-Life Financial and Medical Preparations

Being prepared for the end of life, as much as possible, is a gift to yourself and those whom you love. It can provide
peace of mind. Most of this preparation involves making decisions about your finances and medical wishes and follow-
ing through on them.

The following tasks are worthy of your consideration:

Prepare a will with an estate attorney. In advance you may wish to consult wills.about.com about how to find an
estate attorney and the general cost of estate planning documents.

Prepare a durable health-care power-of-attorney and living will (“advance directives”). The durable health-care
power-of-attorney gives the person you name the authority to make health-care decisions for you, if you cannot
make them yourself. A living will explains what type of medical treatment you wish to receive at the end of
life.

Prepare a financial power-of-attorney with an estate lawyer. This names the person whom you wish to manage your
legal and financial affairs, if you become disabled. If you fail to do this, someone will have to go to court for
you to get a guardian appointed. This takes time and can be costly.

In this day and age, store a digital-access list to your financial and medical accounts with your estate attorney, in-
cluding usernames and passwords, or use a master password storage account with an online service.

Prepare and give to a family member and trusted friend a list of the names, addresses and contact numbers of your
attorneys, accountants, insurance representatives and financial advisors.

In addition, give a comprehensive list of your financial information. This includes the names and addresses of insti-
tutions for banking, IRAs, 401(k)s, 529s, pensions, investments, insurance policies, as well as safe deposit box-
es (with the names of those with registered access); a copy of your most recent tax return; and copies of deeds
to any homes and vehicles.

Give a list of any debts with account numbers, such as credit card accounts, mortgages, student and car loans.

Include copies of your government-issued Social Security number, birth certificates, any marriage licenses or di-
vorce settlement papers.



First Church of Christ, Simsbury, CT
Wishes for End-of-Life Services

It may seem premature to some, but it makes good sense to People of Faith to reflect on what they may wish in their own Fu-
neral, Memorial, or Interment services when the time comes. Towards this effort, we ministers encourage any from our congre-
gation to fill out this form and to give them to a family member (or trusted friend) and our ministers. Rev. Dianne Arakawa will
place the forms in a folder for safe-keeping. Of course, the forms can be updated from time to time.

Name Date

1. How would you wish to be ministered to towards the end? With Bible readings, prayers,
the Lord’s Prayer...anything else?

2. After death do you wish to be buried or cremated? If buried, where? If cremated,
where do you wish to have your ashes interred (First Church of Christ’s Memorial Garden
or some other place)? Do you wish to have Calling Hours at a funeral home?

3. In your final service, which Scripture or Readings would you like to be used?
(Please be as specific as possible. We can provide a list of Scripture, if this would help you.)

4, Any specific prayers? The Lord’s Prayer?
5. Any specific hymns or songs? Family or friends to sing or play an instrument?
6. Would you wish a couple of brief Reflections from family or friends included

in the service? Names?

7. Do you wish to name any institutions for memorial contributions in your name
(such as First Church of Christ Memorial Fund, Memorial Garden Fund, or Endowment Fund)?

DEA 3.14

15
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689 Hopmeadow St
Simsbury CT 06070
860-651-3593
Fax 860-408-9229
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STAFF

Rev. Dianne E. Arakawa
Transitional Senior Minister
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April 2014

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
30 31 1 2 3 4 5
Confirmation Retreat 10:00 AM CCC 10:00 AM Card Making 9:30 AM Hay Stack, Rm 28 | 9:30 AM Bible Study Book | Women's Retreat Women's Retreat
8:30 AM Adult Study 12:00 PM Hopmeadow Group, Rm 28 9:30 AM Music Together of | Club 9:00 AM Sunday Bulletin 9:00 AM Farmington Valley

Group, Parson's Study

8:30 AM Early Worship,
Chapel (cx'd)

10:00 AM Worship Service
followed by special meeting
of Congregation, Sanctuary
2:00 PM Farmington Valley
Chorus, Palmer Hall

7:00 PM PF Youth Group,
Youth Room

Nursery School Dance
Class, Rm 29

4:00 PM Set-up Hopmead-
ow Nursery School Art Show
& PJ Party

4:15 PM Junior Choir, Music
Room

5:00 PM Hopmeadow
Nursery School Annual Art
Show & PJ Party, Palmer Hall

11:00 AM Hopmeadow
Nursery School Dance Class,
Rm 29

6:30 PM Zumba Palmer
Hall

W. Hartford, Room 29

4:00 PM Women's Praise
Choir, Music Room

6:30 PM KP meeting
(cancelled until further
notice)

6:30 PM Troop 76 Sustaina-
bility Merit Badge, Room 28
7:00 PM Farmington
Valley Chorus, Palmer
Hall

6:00 PM Bell Choir
Rehearsal, Room 29
6:30 PM Troop 76 Boy
Scouts Mtg., Palmer Hall/
Kitchen

6:30 PM Troop 76 Leader-
ship Mtg., Parsons' Study
7:00 PM AA-Alcoholics
Anonymous Mtg, Rm 28
7:30 PM Chancel Choir/
Music Room

7:30 PM Troop 76 Adult
Committee Mtg., Parsons'
Study

Proofreaders
7:00 PM Farmington Valley
Chorus, Palmer Hall

Chorus, Palmer Hall

6

8:30 AM Adult Study
Group, Parson's Study
8:30 AM Early Worship,
Chapel

10:00 AM Communion
Sunday/UnCommon Wor-
ship, Sanctuary

5:00 PM Confirmation Lg.
Grp., Palmer Hall

7:00 PM PF Youth Group,
Youth Room

7

10:00 AM CCC

12:00 PM Hopmeadow
Nursery School Dance
Class, Rm 29

1:00 PM American Red
Cross Blood Drive

4:15 PM Junior Choir, Music
Room

4:30 PM Book Club, Parlor
7:30 PM Executive Coun-
cil Mtg., Parsons’ Study

8

11:00 AM Hopmeadow
Nursery School Dance Class,
Rm 29

12:00 PM Retired Men's
Luncheon

6:30 PM Zumba Palmer
Hall

7:00 PM Deacon's Commit-
tee Mtg., Library

7:00 PM Focus Group on
the Transition, Parson's
Study

9

9:30 AM Music Together of
W. Hartford, Room 29
10:00 AM Focus Group on
the Transition, Parson's
Study

4:00 PM Women's Praise
Choir, Music Room

7:00 PM Farmington
Valley Chorus, Palmer
Hall

10

3:00 PM Focus Group on
the Transition, Parson's
Study

6:00 PM Bell Choir
Rehearsal, Room 29
6:30 PM Troop 76 Boy
Scouts Mtg., Palmer Hall/
Kitchen

7:00 PM AA-Alcoholics
Anonymous Mtg, Rm 28
7:30 PM Chancel Choir/
Music Room

11

9:00 AM Sunday Bulletin
Proofreaders

10:00 AM Farmington
Valley Transition Academy
2:10 PM JF - Youth Room/
Palmer Hall

6:00 PM Supper Club,
Palmer Hall/Kitchen

12
6:30 PM Boy Scouts,
Sanctuary & Palmer Hall

13 14 15 16 17 18 19
8:30 AM Adult Study 10:00 AM CCC 9:30 AM Prayer Shawl 9:30 AM Music Together of | 9:30 AM Bible Study Book | Good Friday - Office Closed
Group, Parson’s Study 12:00 PM Hopmeadow Morning Gathering, Rm 28 W. Hartford (cx'd this week | Club Labryinth @ Shephard of the
8:30 AM Early Palm Sunday | Nursery School Dance 11:00 AM Hopmeadow 4/16 only) 6:00 PM Bell Choir Hills (Tentative)

Service, Chapel Class, Rm 29 Nursery School Dance Class, |4:00 PM Women's Praise | Rehearsal, Room 29 9:00 AM Sunday Bulletin

9:30 AM New Member 4:15 PM Junior Choir, Music | Rm 29 Choir, Music Room 6:30 PM Troop 76 Boy Proofreaders

Gathering, Parlor Room 6:30 PM Zumba Palmer 6:30 PM KP meeting Scouts Mtg., Palmer Hall/ 3:00 PM Good Friday,

10:00 AM Palm Sunday/ 7:30 PM All Boards Hall (cancelled until further Kitchen Palmer Hall

New Members Sunday, Meeting - All Rooms 7:00 PM Prayer Shawl notice) 7:00 PM AA-Alcoholics

Sanctuary Evening Gathering, Rm 6:30 PM Troop 76 Sustaina- | Anonymous Mtg, Rm 28

11:15 AM Care Bag Com- 28 bility Merit Badge, Room 28 | 7:00 PM Maundy Thursday

mittee - Assemby 7:00 PM Farmington and Tenebrae Service,

11:30 AM New Members Valley Chorus, Palmer Sanctuary

Reception, Palmer Hall Hall

7:00 PM PF Youth Group,

Youth Room

20 21 22 23 24 25 26
6:00 AM Sunrise Service, 10:00 AM CCC 10:00 AM Card Making 9:30 AM Music Together of | 8:00 AM Tag Sale Setup, 8:00 AM Church Tag Sale Rebuilding Together in

meeting at Simsbury Ceme-
tery then Palmer Hall

6:30 AM Pancake Breakfast
in Palmer Hall

8:30 AM Adult Study
Group, Parson's Study
8:30 AM Early Easter
Service, Sanctuary

10:00 AM Easter Festival
with choir performances,
Sanctuary

5:00 PM Confirmation
Small Grp. - Host home
7:00 PM PF Youth Group,
Youth Room

12:00 PM Hopmeadow
Nursery School Dance
Class, Rm 29

1:00 PM American Red
Cross Blood Drive

4:15 PM Junior Choir, Music
Room

7:00 PM Youth Advisor
Meeting, Kevin's Office

Group, Rm 28
11:00 AM Hopmeadow
Nursery School Dance Class,
Rm 29

6:00 PM Cub Scout Pack
276 Meetings, Palmer Hall/
kitchen

6:00 PM Masooli FMHCC
Board Meeting, Parsons’
Study

6:30 PM Zumba Palmer
Hall

W. Hartford, Room 29
10:00 AM Cornerstone
Collating, Parsons' Study
12:00 PM 4th Wednesday
Study Grp., Rm 28

4:00 PM Women's Praise
Choir, Music Room

7:00 PM Farmington
Valley Chorus, Palmer
Hall

Palmer Hall/Kitchen

6:00 PM Bell Choir
Rehearsal, Room 29
6:30 PM Troop 76 Boy
Scouts Mtg., Palmer Hall/
Kitchen

7:00 PM AA-Alcoholics
Anonymous Mtg, Rm 28
7:30 PM Chancel Choir/
Music Room

Setup, Palmer Hall/Kitchen
9:00 AM Sunday Bulletin
Proofreaders

2:10 PM JF - Youth Room/
Palmer Hall

Hartford

8:30 AM Church Tag Sale,
Palmer Hall/Kitchen

2:00 PM Tag Sale Cleanup,
Palmer Hall/Kitchen

27

8:30 AM Adult Study
Group, Parson's Study

8:30 AM Early Worship,
Chapel

9:00 AM Caponetti Bap-
tism, Parlor

9:00 AM Carville Baptism,
Parlor

10:00 AM Worship Service/
Annual Meeting, Sanctuary
11:30 AM Lunch Bunch
Gathering

3:00 PM Farewell Gathering
for Jeannie Boehner, Par-
son's Study

7:00 PM PF Youth Group,
Youth Room

28

10:00 AM CCC

12:00 PM Hopmeadow
Nursery School Dance
Class, Rm 29

4:15 PM Junior Choir, Music
Room

6:30 PM Farmington Valley
Chorus

29

11:00 AM Hopmeadow
Nursery School Dance Class,
Rm 29

12:30 PM cooking with
confirmands Kitchen

6:30 PM Zumba Palmer
Hall

30

9:30 AM Music Together of
W. Hartford, Room 29

4:00 PM Women's Praise
Choir, Music Room

7:00 PM Farmington
Valley Chorus, Palmer
Hall

1

9:30 AM Bible Study Book
Club

6:00 PM Bell Choir
Rehearsal, Room 29
6:30 PM Troop 76 Boy
Scouts Mtg., Palmer Hall/
Kitchen

6:30 PM Troop 76 Leader-
ship Mtg., Parsons' Study
7:00 PM AA-Alcoholics
Anonymous Mtg, Rm 28
7:30 PM Chancel Choir/
Music Room

7:30 PM Troop 76 Adult
Committee Mtg., Parsons’
Study

2

9:00 AM Sunday Bulletin
Proofreaders

2:00 PM Memorial Service
for Dawn Little, Chapel
4:00 PM Board of Mission
Film, Palmer Hall & Kitchen




